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HUDSON COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

RE:
CAUCUS MEETING : TRANSCRIPT OF
QF THE ¥
HUDSON COUNTY BOARD OF : PROCEEDINGS

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

O PEN SESSION
Hudson County
Administration Building,
County Commissioners Chambers
567 Pavonia Avenue
Jersey City, New Jersey
Tuesday, March 11, 2025
4:30 p.m.
BEFORE:

Certified Copy

ANTHONY ROMANO, Chairman

YRAIDA APONTE-LIPSKI, Commissioner
ROBERT BASELICE, Commissioner
FANNY CEDENQO, Commissioner

ALBERT CIFELLI, Commissioner
KENNETH KOPACZ, Commissioner
WILLIAM OQ'DEA, Commissicner
CARIDAD RODRIGUEZ, Commissioner
JERRY WALKER, Commissioner

ALSO PRESENT:
CARMEN E. MENDIOLA, ESQ., Board Counsel
DONATO J. BATTISTA, Hudson County Counsel

! ABRAHAM ANTUN, County Administrator

WILLIE ORTIZ, County Commissioner Clerk
Reported By: Shari Cathey, CCR, RPR

) _ - Veritex-t_l.;gal _Solutions
800-227-8440 973-410-4040




~J

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
20

[ B 0 ET - S % S

THE CLERK:

Aponte-Lipski.

COMMISSIONER APONTE-LIPSKI:

THE CLERK:

COMMISSIONER BASELICE:

THE CLERK:

Commissioner Cifelli.

COMMISSIONER CIFELLI:

THE CLERK:

Commissioner O'Dea.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA:

THE CLERK:

COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ:

THE CLERK:

COMMISSIONER WALKER:

THE CLERK:

CHAIRMAN ROMANO:

THE CLERK:
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Commissioner

Here.
Commissioner Baselice.
Here.

Commissioner Cedefio.

Here.

Commissioner Kopacz.

Here.

Commissioner Rodriguez.
Here. ]
Commissioner Walker.
Here.
Chairman Romano.
Here.

Resolution No. 1, 2024

Budget transfers of appropriation reserves.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Rodriguez-Romano.

THE CLERK: Resolution No. 2, 2025

Emergency Temporary Appropriations N.J.S.A 40A:4-20.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO:

Rodriguez-Romanao.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA:
CHAIRMAN ROMANO:

Veritext Legal Solutions
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Question.

Bill.
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COMMISSIONER O'DEA: What is the
status of having a budget to get introduced to the
Board?

MR. ANTUN: Probably around April.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: April?

MR. ANTUN: In that time frame,
April, maybe beginning of May. Commissioner, it's
pretty much the same schedule that we follow.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: But we're
dealing with a very bad budget. As soon as we have
something to look at.

THE CLERK: For the record,
Commissioner Walker is present and Commissioner
Kopacsz.

Resolution No. 3. Resolution approving
grant application and acceptance of Grant Funds, if
awarded from the New Jersey Division of Highway
Traffic Safety 2026 Highway Sustained Safety Grant,
October 1, 2025 to September 30, 2026, $140,000.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Sponsor.

COMMISSIONER BASELICE: Second.

THE CLERK: Resolution No. 4.
Resolution approving grant application and

acceptance of grant funds, if awarded from the New

| Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety FY2026
x

R — —_ ="

Veritext Legal Solutions
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Pedestrian Safety Grant, October 1, 2025 to
September 30, 2026, $80,000.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Sponsor.

COMMISSIONER BASELICE: Second.

THE CLERK: Resolution No. 5.
Resolution authorizing for submission for grant
application accepting grant funds from the New
Jersey Historical Commission for Fiscal Years 2026
to 2028 on behalf of the Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs/Tourism Development, January 1,
2026 to December 31, 2028, $600,000.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Yraida and Carrie.

THE CLERK: Resolution No. 6.

Resolution authorizing for submission of grant
application and accepting grant funds from the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts Local Arts Program
(LAP) for Fiscal Years 2026 to 2028, January 1, 2026
to December 31, 2028.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Baselice-Lipski.

THE CLERK: Resolution No. 7.
Resolution amending Resolution No. 786-12-2024 to
add Fiscal Sponsor Fractured Atlas to FY25 Grantee
Organizations Meen Moves and Kids Piano Studio for
the New Jersey State Council on the Arts County

Local Arts Program, January 1, 2025 to December 31,

Veritext Legal Solutions
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2025.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Lipski-Rodriguez.

THE CLERK: Resolution No. 8.
Resolution authorizing a Non-Fair and Open Contract
with Keszl Technologies, LLC for its yearly
maintenance services for the Hudson County Custom
Applications and Purchasing Portal, $57,340.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Kopacz-Lipski.

THE CLERK: Resolution No. 9.
Resolution awarding a Non Fair and Open Professional
Services Contract Arborpro, Inc. preparation of “The
Hudson County Park and Road Tree Inventory Project,
Phase 2" $93,492.00.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Lipski-O'Dea.
Was that Kopacz? Lipski -- I mean, Baselice.
Baselice-0'Dea.

THE CLERK: Resolution Ne. 10.
Approve Purchasing Agent awards, purchase made under
state contract.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Rodriguez-Walker.

THE CLERK: Resolution No. 11.
Purchases made under the Educational Service
Commission of New Jersey pricing system, formerly
known as the Middlesex Regional Educational Service

Commission.

Veritext Legal Solutions
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CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Rodriguez-Walker.

THE CLERK: Resolution No. 12.
Purchases made under the Union County Cooperative
Pricing System.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Rodriguez-Walker.

THE CLERK: Resolution No. 13.
Purchases made under the Bergen County Cooperative
Pricing System.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Rodriguez-Walker.

THE CLERK: Resolution No. 14.
Purchases made under the Sourcewell National Co-Op
formerly the National Joint Powers Alliance (NJPR)
Cocoperative Purchasing.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Rodriguez-Walker.

THE CLERK: Resolution No. 15,
Approve Purchasing Agents Awards.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Rodriguez-Walker.

THE CLERK: Resolution No. 16.
Resolution awarding Professional Services Contract
Non-Fair and Open NCCHC Resources, Inc., April 1,
2025 to March 31, 2026, $429,000.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Lipski and
Rodriguez.

THE CLERK: Resolution No. 17.

Resolution approving Change Order No. 5 Persistent

Veritext Legal Solutions
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Construction, Infrastructure Improvements: Lincoln
Park, West Hudson Park and Meadowview Campus;
negative 90 cents.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Al Cifelli, it's
your district.

COMMISSIONER CIFELLI: I'll sponsor
it. I'll put a dollar on the table now.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Cifelli and
Baselice.

THE CLERK: Resolution No. 18.
Resolution authorizing the County of Hudson to enter
into a Non-Exclusive Memorandum of Understanding
with Metropolitan Family Health Network Inc. for the
provision of Joint Referral Services with the
Department of Family Services and Reintegration at
no cost to the County.

CHAIRMAN RCOMANO: Lipski-Rodriguez.

THE CLERK: Resolution No. 19.
Resolution authorizing contribution to the American
Legion, Hoboken Post 107, $250.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Board as a whole.

THE CLERK: 1I-1, Ordinance
establishing the Division of Planning’s role and
responsibility in assisting the Hudson County Shade

Tree Commission under the Department of Parks.

800-227-8440
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CHATIRMAN ROMANO: Romano-Walker.

THE CLERK: I-2. Ordinance amending
Chapter 200, Article 8.11 of the Administrative Code
to establish a restricted Parking Space on John F.
Kennedy Boulevard, City of Bayonne for Claire B.
i Konopka.

COMMISSIONER KOPACZ: Sponsor.
Kopacz.

CHAIRMAN ROMANC: Second, Walker.
. THE CLERK: I will use the prior
sponsors for the resolutions for -- excuse me, the

ordinances for adoption. I will now turn it over to

the Administration.

\ MR. ANTUN: Mr. Chairman, I have no

additional.

THE CLERK: I have nothing, Chairman.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: No. Any of the
directors?

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: I've got
something.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Go, go, go.
COMMISSIONER O'DEA: Jerry first.
CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Go ahead, Jerry.
COMMISSIONER WALKER: No. Bill's got

it. Come on.

Veritext Legal Solutions
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CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Go ahead, Bill.
Go.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: So I just wanted
to put on the record that, I don't know if you all
received a letter concerning a County employee that
was hired. That should, I hope, well, maybe the
only sense -- well, I'm glad I did what I did with
a ot

S0 I received a letter concerning a County
employee that was hired approximately six years ago,
and I think at the time as a building maintenance
worker, now he's a carpenter or something. And they
provided information on the person's criminal
background, including a news article concerning when
the individual pled guilty to a certain offense.
There were certain allegations in the letter
concerning that individual's access to the
Prosecutor's offices and Sheriff's offices. So I
provided that.

When I ascertained that they didn't work
in either of those offices, I provided that
information to Ralph, who's the deputy of Denise's
department. They confirmed to me that that
individual does not have access to any of those

spaces. And he works out, I guess, at Meadowview.

Veritext Legal Solutions
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And there are Prosecutors and Sheriffs., I quess 911
is out there. But that individual does not have
access to any of those spaces. I don't know if
there's any way to determine whether or not he ever
went into any of them. That's probably beyond the
scope. But I think in today's day and age, you can
figure it out going forward.

And that the most important issue is that
that individual disclosed their record when they
were submitted their application to be hired by the
County. I guess they're -- just from the office, I
guess they were a County resident when they got
hired?

DIRECTOR D'ALESSANDRO: Yes.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: Okay. So I just
want to put that on the record because obviously as
an elected official, I have certain obligations, and
I expect that the person who sent that might come to
Thursday's meeting as a speaker so. And again, they
want the person dismissed, et cetera, et cetera.
But the key issues where I know you have to disclose
1f you have a record, that in itself is not a
disqualifying. So for some positions it would be.

MR. BATTISTA: But is the "Ban the

Box" statute? Right. So it depends upon what it

Veritext Legal Solutions
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is. That may impact what you have to disclose and
what you've disclosed.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: But again, this
was six years ago. It would predate that. But so
had they not disclosed it, and someone did a
background check and didn't notify them, that would
have been a problem. But I just want to put that on
the record because obviously that was sent to me. I
assumed it was sent to everybody. Did you get it?
Okay. So all the people got it too. So then it's
confirmed he has no access, correct? That he's in
sensitive areas?

MR. BATTISTA: Mr. Chairman, I'm not
aware of any of this. I can't address it.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: No. I received
it yesterday. I received it or I came up here on
the weekend to get my mail, opened it, knew there
was a caucus today, reached out, made a copy of it,
sent it over to Ralph Sax, actually spoke to his
supervisor, I guess, Dennis Keach (ph). 2And again,
the rest is just for people. If that individual
comes to us, they'll answer the question. Okay. It
could have been a couple of weeks ago. I guess so,
just on the other day.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Jerry, we'll turn

800-227-8440
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it over to you. Bob, you said something? Bobby, go
ahead if you want.

COMMISSIONER BASELICE: No, I'm good.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Jerry?

COMMISSIONER WALKER: Yeah. Last, I
guess our last caucus meeting, I mentioned that I'm
getting his honored tomorrow at the Big East
tournament. We got bumped from the 6:30 to nine,
but that's a whole nother story. But just to let you
know, tomorrow on Fox, Channel 5 at 9:40, between
9:30 and 9:40, I'm going be at the Madison Square
Garden. We're going be live. They're going do an
interview with me live. And I'm going to have a
spend an evening with my beautiful wife, my son in
New York City. 8o we're going to have a good time.

Just wanted to let you guys know, if y'all

need to buy a computer at 9:40, go to Fox.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: At night?

COMMISSIONER WALKER: No, not at --
in the morning, a.m., sorry.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Oh, in the morning,
ckay.

COMMISSIONER WALKER: In the morning,
yeah. In the day, yeah, because at night, everybody

is going to -- you know, it's going to be a long

Veritext Legal Solutions
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day. But yeah, so 9:40 tomorrow, Fox. What is it?
Good Day New York? Good Day New York. So they're
going to have a little pep rally. I'll be there.
So check it out, please. I'm going to try to
mention you guys, but I don't know.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: All right. Thank
you.

COMMISSIONER CIFELLI: If you're
going to be there, I don't know if it's going to be
a good day in New York.

COMMISSIONER BASELICE: The game
starts tomorrow.?

COMMISSIONER WALKER: Yeah, the game
starts tomorrow. Yeah, yeah.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Also, it's Al
Cifelli's birthday, correct?

COMMISSIONER CIFELLI: Right. Yes.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Yes, right?

COMMISSIONER CIFELLI: One of these
days, yeah.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Al Cifelli's
birthday.

COMMISSIONER CIFELLI: If I make it
until Friday.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Well, Happy

Veritext Legal Solutions
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Birthday, Al. Happy birthday.

COMMISSIONER CIFELLI: I'l]l be there

on Thursday.

COMMISSIONER WALKER: They actual
tried to say something about St. John's. Look,
on.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: The directors,
anybody's hands up? Walt, anybody's hands up?
hands are up, right? No hands. Okay. Motion to
adjourn?

COMMISSIONER APONTE-LIPSKI: Moti

THE CLERK: All in favor? We are
adjourned.

(Whereupon the proceeding is then

concluded at 4:52 p.m.)

Veritext Legal Solutibns
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CERTIFICATTION

I, SHARI CATHEY, CCR, RPR, License No.
30XI00234700, and Notary Public of the State of New
Jersey, hereby certify that the proceedings herein
are from the notes taken by me of a Caucus Meeting

of the Hudson County Board of County Commissioners,

held on Tuesday, March 11, 2025; and that this is a

correct transcript of the same. |

Cadvun

SHARI CATHEY, CCR, RPR
A NOTARY PUBLIC of the

State of New Jersey
L.D, No., 2283786

Commission Expires 2/4/27
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