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HUDSON COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMIGSTONERS

RE :
REGUTAR MEETING : TRANSCRIPT OF
OF THE :
HUDSON CCUNTY BOARD GEF PROCEEDINGS

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

O PEN SN & &5 71 0ON
Hudson County
Adminislration Bulilding,
Commissioners Chambers
567 Pavonia Avenue
Jersey City, New Jersey

Thursday, September 11, 2025
4:30 p.m.
BEEFORE:

ANTHONY ROMANO, Chadirmarn

YRAIDA APONTE-LIPSKI, Commissioner
ROBERT BASELICE, Commissioner
FANNY CEDENO, Commissioner

ALBERT CTFETILT, Commissioner
KENNETH KOPACZ, Commissioner
WILLIAM O'DEA, Commissioner
CARIDAD RODRIGUEZ, Commissiconer
JERRY WALKER, Commissioner

AL S50 PRESENT:
EDWARD J. FLORIO, E50Q., Board Counsel
ALBERICO DE PIERRO, Hudson County Counsel
ABRAHAM ANTUN, County Administrator
CAROL JEAN DQOYLE, County Commissioner Clerk

Reported by: Shari Cathey, CCR, RFR
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CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Okay. Madam Clerk?

THE CLERK: Commissioner Aponte-
Lipski.

COMMISSIONER APCNTE-~LIPEEI: Here.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Basellice.

COMMISSTONER BASELICE: Here.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Cedefio.

COMM1SS1ONER CEDENO: Here.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Cifelli.
Commissioner Kopacz.

COMMISSIONER KOPACY: Here.

THE CLERK: Commissioner O'Dea.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: Present.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Redriguez.
COMMISSICNER RODRIGUEZ: Here .
THE CLERK: Commissioner Walker.
COMMISSIONER WALKER: Hera.
THE CLERK: And Chairman Romanao.
CHATRMAN ROMANO: Here.
Q. Please stand to salute the flag.
(Flag Salute.)
CHALRMAN ROMANO: If we can have a
moment of silence? Today 1s the 24th anniversary of
the ktragic, horrible incident Lhal happened to those

first responders and to the wvictims that perished,

Verilext Legal Solutions
800-227-8440 973-410-4040




L =

10
11
12
13
14

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Page 3

and also for the families that conlinue Lo this day
suffering. We ask for a moment of silence.

(Moment of silence.)

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Thank you. Go
ahead, Madam Clerk.

THE CLERK: Adeguale notbice of this
Regular Meeting has been provided as follows:
Posting notice of Resolution No. B-1-2025 on Lhe
County Commissioner's Bulletin Beoard, First Floor,
Administration Building Annex, Jersey City, New
Jersey.

Copies of the above-mentioned resolution
have been sent to the County Clerk and the editors
of the Kearny QCbserver and the Star Tedger.

THE CLERK: May 1 have a motion to
approve the minutes of the caucus meeting of August
12th, 2025, and the regular meeting of August 14th,
20257

COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ: Motion.

COMMISSIONER APONTE-LIPSKI: Second.

CHATRMAN ROMANO: Rodriguez-Lipski.

THE CTLERK: Commissioner
Aponte-Lipski.

COMMISSIONER APCNTE-LIPSKI: Aye.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Baselice.

800-227-8440
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COMMTSSTONER RBASELICE: Yes.,

THE CLERK: Commissioner Cedefio.

COMMISSIONER CEDENO: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Cifelli.
Commissioner Kopacz.

COMMTSSTIONER KOPACZ: Yes.,

THE CLERK: Commissioner O'Dea.

COMMTESTONER Q'DEA: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Rodriguez.

COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Walker.

COMMLSSIONER WALKER: Yes.

THE CLERK: Chairman Romano.

CHALRMAN ROMANO: Aye.

THE CLERK: 1I'd like to turn the

meelbling over to administraticn.

MR. ANTUN: Mr. Chairman, I have no
additional items. Thank you.

THE CLERE: I do have one [rom Lhe
Commissioner's office. On the agenda, it'll be
listed as 33. 1It's endorsing a change in New Jersey
State legislation to authorize automated traffic
enforcement in cities of the first class and support

Vision Zero goals. I neced a sponsor and a second.

800-227-8440
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1 COMMISSIONER O'DEA: Motion.

2 COMMISSIONER APONTE-LLIPSKL: Second.

3 CHAIEMAN ROMANC: OQO'Dea and Lipski.

4 What number?

5 THE CLERK: 33.

6 CHALRMAN ROMANO: Thank you.

7 THE CLERK: Commissioner

g Aponte-Lipski.

9 COMMISSTIONER APONTE~LIPSK1: Aye.
10 THE CLERK: Commissioner Baselice.
i COMMISSIONER BASELICE: Yas:

12 TIE CLERK: Commissioner Cedefo.
13 COMMISSIONER CEDENO: Yos.

14 TIE CLERK: Commissioner Cifelli.
15 Commissioner Kopacz.

16 COMMISSIONER KOPACYZ: Yes.

17 THE CTTRK: Commissioner O'Dea.
18 | COMMISSTONER Q'DEA: Yes.

19 THE CLERK: Commissioner Rodriguez.
20 COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ: Yes,

21 THE CLERK: Commissicner Walker.
22 COMMISSIONER WALKER: Yes,

23 THE CLERK: Chairman Romano.

24 CHATRMAN ROMANO: Yas.,

Vi

Veritext Legal Solutions
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1 THE CLERK: Commissioner Baselice?
2 Yes? According to the policies set by the board --
3 CHAIRMAN ROMANO: One more item on
1 Lhe agenda.
o
6 COMMTSSTONER O'DEA: Yes.
7 THE CLERK: We do?

8 COMMISSIONER Q'DEA: The item thalb I
9 handed out to my colleagues, that I'm geing to ask
10 we introduce and carry to the next meeting, and then

11 have the Public Safety Committee, you know, review
12 Tt

13 | It's creating Office of Hudson County

14 Correction and Rehabilitation Ombudsman, authorizing
15 issuance of RP Lo qualified respondents. Governing
16 information regarding lncarcerated individuals with
17 significant medical and psychological needs.

18 T think, just for Lthe record, I was happy
19 with the new medical group that was brought in. I
20 was —- 1 was very encouraged by thelr presentation,

21 very encouraged by their capacity and capability Lo

22 take individuals that may have mental health issues
23 and gel them diverted out of the correcticnal center
24 and correclion facililty with the soon—-to-be mental

25 health court.

Veritext Legal Solutions
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Many of those individuals, based on our
conversations, may never have to spend a day in the
correctional center or be diverted out guickly. So
I just think that, bascd on some of the deaths that

have occurred Lhis year, iL's important Lo pul this

in place. This was done working in close —-- working i
closely with the Public Defender's Office. S0 1
would just -- T gave it ocut today, but T mean -- T'm

looking to have for the next meeting, if you could
put it on the -- on your Public Safety Committee
meeting.

CHALRMAN ROMANO: Continue, Madam
Clerk.

THE CLERK: According to the policies
set by the Board of County Commissioners, members of
the public are asked to limit their comments to five
minules when discussing agenda items, and three
minubes at Lhe conclusion ol Lhe meebting [or persons

who submitled a wrillen requesl Lo discuss mabtlers

of public interest.

At this time, the public may address the
Beard on any item on the agenda. Only please keep
your comments limited to five minutes. Are there
any speakers on the agenda items only? Seeing none,

may I have a motion to approve all the items listed

Veritext Legal Solutions
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1| on the consent agenda?

2 : COMMISSIONER KOPACZ: Kopacez.

3

4 COMMTSSTONER CEDENO: Second.

5 CHAIEMAN ROMANQ: Kopacz and Cederio.
6 THE CLERK: Commissioner

7 Aponte-Lipski.

g COMMISSIONER APONTE-LIPSKI: Aye.
9 THE CLERK: Commissioner Basclico.
10 COMMISSIONER BASELICE: Yes.
1.1 THE CLERK: Commissioner Cedefio.
12 COMMISSIONER CEDENQ: Yes.,
13 TIHE CLERK: Commissioner Cifelli.
14 Commissioner Kopacz.

15 COMMTSS5TONER KOPAC?Z : Yes.

16 THE CLERK: Commissioner Q'Dea.
17 COMMTSSTONER O'DEA: Come back to
18 me .
19 | THE CLERK: Commissioner Rodriguez.
20 COMMISS10ONER RODRIGUEZ: Tes .
21 THE CLERK: Commissiconer Walker.
22 COMMISSICNER WALKER: Yesi
23 THE CLERK: Chairman Romano.
24 CHATRMAN ROMANO: Yes.
25 MR. FLORTQ: Chairman?

Veritext Legal Solutions
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CHATRMAN ROMANO: Yeah.

MR. FLORTO: Tor a moment, as a pointl
of order, Commissioner Cifelli was not on the Zoom.
And sponscred conc and seconded three others.

COMMISSIONER EKOPACZ: 1'11 take them
all.

CHATEMAN ROMANO: Kenny.

THE CLERK: Thank you. Going back Lo
Commissioner O'Dea?

COMMISSTONER QO'DEA: Abstain on 15B
as in boy.

THE CLERK: OQkay.

COMMLISSIONER O'DEA: And aye on the
rest.

COMMISSIONER BASELICH: I have to
abatain on that, too.

THE CLERK: Which one 1is 1t,
Commissioner Baselice?

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Continue, and we'll
come back.

COMMTESTONTR BASETLTICE: Yeah. Come

back.

THE CLERK: Come back to that one?
Okay. We have three ordinances for introduction.
I-1. Finance and Administration. Bond Crdinance

800-227-8440
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providing for various 2025-2026 Capital Improvements
at and the acquisition and installation of equipment
and buses for the Hudson County Schools of
Technology, located within the County of Hudson,

Stalte of New Jersey; Approprialing 51,500,000

therefore and authorizing the issuance of 31,500,000
Bonds and Notes for the County of Hudson, State of
New Jersey, for financing such appropriate.
For introduction, Commissioner

Aponte-Lipski.

COMMISSIONER APONTE-LIPSKI: Aye.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Baselice.

COMMISSIONER BASELICE: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Cedefio.

COMMISSIONER CEDENO: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Cifelli.
Commissioner Kopace.

COMMISSIONER EKQOPACZ: Yos.

THE CLERK: Commissioner O'Dea.

COMMTSSTIONER O'DEA: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Rodriguez.
COMMISSTONER RODRIGURZ: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Walker.
COMMISSICONER WALKER: Yes.

THE CLERK: Chairman Romano.

Veritext Legal Solutions
800-227-8440 973-410-4040
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CHATRMAN ROMANO: Yes.
THE CLERK: The ordinance has been
introduced.

CHATEMAN ROMANO: Bobby.

COMMISSIONER BASELICE: Abstain on

No. 13.

THE CLERK: 137

CHAIRMAN RCMANO: OQkay.

THE CLERK: Okay. Going back Lo the
consenlkl agenda. All those ilLems, wilh Lhe exceplbion

of 13 for Commissioner Baselice and 158 [for
Commissioner O'Dea. May I have a motion to approve
all of the items on the consent agenda?

COMMTSSTONRR RODRTCGURZ: Motion.

THE CLERK: Second?

CHATRMAN ROMANO: Rodriguez and -- 1T
thought we voted.

THE CLERK: I didn't vote on it. We
didn't vote on it. [ held up for Commissiocner
Baselice.

CHATRMAN ROMANO: Oh, okay.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: Well, I
abstained on one.

CHATRMAN ROMANO: Yeah. But we came

hback to him.

Veritext [.egal Solutions
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1 THE CLERK: I came back to it.
2 CHAIRMAN ROMANO: OQOkay. Yes.
3 THE CLERK: Vole on it?
4 CHATRMAN ROMANO: Yas.
5 THE CLERK: Commissioner
6| Aponte-Lipski.
7 | COMMISSIONER APONTE-LIPSKT: Avye.
8 THE CLERK: Commissioner Baselice.
g COMMISSIONER BASELICE: Yos.
10 THE CLERK: Commissioner Cedefio.
11 COMMISSIONER CEDENO: Yes.
12 THE CLERK: Commissioner Keopacz.
13 COMMISSIONER KOPACZ: Yes
14 THE CLERK: Commissioner O'Dea.
15 COMMTSSTONRR O'DEA: This is on Lhe
16 ordinance?
17 THE CLERK: Na. This is on Lhe
18 consent agenda minus 15.
LY CHATRMAN ROMANO: We voted on that
20 already.
21 COMMISSIONER Q'DEA: We already voted
22 on it.
23 THE CLERK: I tLhought we did -- 1
24 thought T had to come back and vote.
2b COMMTSSTONER C'DEA: Oh, no. We all

Veritext Legal Solutions
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voled. I abstained --

THE CLERK: Juslt on that one? 0Oh,

I'm sorry, then. Yes. Okay. Just on the

ordinance, then for the introduction.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: The ordinance.

Yes.

THE CLERK: Qkay. Commissioner
Rodriguesz.

COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

THE CLERKE: Commissioner Walker.

COMMTSSTONER WALKER: Yes.

THE CLERK: Chairman Romano.

CHATRMAN ROMANO: Yes.

THE CLERK: Ordinance I-2. Tinance

and Administration. Bond Ordinance providing for

the undertaking of capital projects for fiscal year

2026 by and for the Hudson County Community College

locatbted within the County of Hudson, State of New

Jersey; appropriating 56,634,062, therefore, and

authorizing the issuance of 56,634,062 bonds and

notes of the County of Hudson, State of New Jersey

for financing such appropriations. The principal of

an interest on the aggregate principal amount of

which will be entitled to state aid, pursuant to

Veritext | .egal Solutions
800-227-8440
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Chapter 12 of the laws of New Jersey of 1971,
Commissioner Aponte-Lipski.
CCMMISSTONER APONTE-LIPSKL: Aye.
THE CLERK: Commissioner Baselice.
COMMTSSTONLER BASELICE: Yos,
THE CLERK: Commissioner Cedefio.

COMMISSIONER CEDENO: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissicner Kopacsz.

COMMISSEIONER KOPACZ: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner QO'Dea.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Rodriguez.

COMMISSTONER RODRIGUREY: Yess

TIE CLERK: Commissioner Walker.

COMMISSIONER WALKER: Yes.

THE CLEREK: Chalirman Romano.

CHATRMAN ROMANOC: Yes.

THE CTLTRK: The ordinance has becen
introduced. QOrdinance T-3. Roads and Public

Property/Engineering. Ordinance amending Chapler

200, Article 18 of the Administrative Code to

regulate bus stops on Bergen 'lurnpike in the

Township of Norlh Bergen, a County-owned roadway.
Commissioner Aponte-Lipski.

COMMISSIONER APONTE-LIPSKI: Aye.

Veritext Legal Solutions
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THE CLERK: Commissioner Baselice.

COMMTSSTONTR BASELICE: Yes .,

THE CLERK: Commissioner Cedefio.

COMMLISSLONER CEDENO: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissicner Kopacz.

COMMISSIONER KOPACZ: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner O'Dea.

COMMISSTONRER Q'DEA:  Yes.

THE CLERK: Ccmmissioner Rodriguez.

COMMTSSTONER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Walker.

COMMLSSLIONER WALKER: Yes.

THE CLERK: Chairman Remano.

CHALEMAN ROMANO: Yes

THE CLERK: The ordinance has been
introduced. We have three crdinances for second
recading. Ordinance A-1. COrdinance amending the
Hudson Counly Adminislrative Code pursuant to the
applicable provisions of Lhe Optiocnal County Chapter
Law N.J.5.A. 40:41A-1.

This is the fixed time for the public
hearing on this ordinance, which was introduced at
the meeting of August 14th, 2025, advertised as
required by law, together with the notice appearing

for this time. 1It's been posted on the County

Veritext Legal Solutions
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Commissioner's bullelin board and made available to
the general public. Are Lhere any spcakers on this
ordinance?
Seeing none, T ask for a molion Lo close

the hearing.

COMMISSIONER CEDENO: Motion.

CHATREMAN ROMANG: Second.

THE CLEREK: Second?

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Cedefic and Romano.

THE CLERK: All in favor.

(The Board volbes unanimously to close
the Hearing.)

THE CLERK: Opposed? On the final
adoption. Commissioner Aponte-Lipski.

COMMISSTONER APONTE-LIPSKI: Ave.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Basellice.

COMMISSTONER BASELICE: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Cederio.

COMMLISSIONER CEDENQ: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Kopacz.

CCMMISSIONER KOPACY: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissicner 0O'Dea.

COMMISSIONER C'DEA: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Rodriguez.

COMMISSTONER RODRTGUEZ: Yes.

Veritext L.egal Solutions
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THE CLERK: Commissioner Walker.

COMMISSIONER WALKER: Yeas.

THE CLERK: Chairman Romano.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Yes.

THE CLERK: The ordinance has been
adopted. Ordinance A-2. It's an ordinance amending
Chapter 200, Article 8.2 of the Administrative Code
to regulate parking at John F. Kennedy Boulevard in
the City of Jersey City, a County-owned roadway.

This is the time fixed for public hearing

on this ordinance, which was introduced at Lhe

meeting of August 14th, 2025, advertised as required

by law, together with the notice appearing for Lhis

time. I[t's been posted on the County Commissioner's

bulletin board and made available to the general

public. Are there any speakers on this ordinance?

lThere being none, 1'd like a motion to

close the hearing.

COMMISSIONER APONTE-LIPSKI: Motion.

COMMISSIONER CEDENO: second.

CIHAIRMAN ROMANOQ: Lipski and Cedefio.

TIE CLERK: 2All1 in lLavor.

(The Board votes unanimously Lo close
the Hearing.)

THE CLERK: Opposed. On the final

Veritext Legal Solutions
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1 adoption. Commissioner Aponte-Lipski.

2 COMMTSS5TONER APONTE-LIPSKI: Ave.

3 THE CLERK: Commissioner Baselice.
4 COMMLISSIONER BASELICE: Yes.

5 THE CLERK: Commissioner Cederio.

6 COMMISSIONER CEDENO: Yes.

b THE CLERK: Commissionecr Kopacz.

8 COMMISSTONER KOPACZ: Yes.,

9 THE CLERK: Commissioner O'Dea.
10 COMMTSSTONER QO'DEA: Yes.
155 5 THE CLERK: Commissioner Rodriguez.
12 COMMISSIONER RODRTIGUEZ: Yes.
13 THE CLERK: Commissioner Walker.
14 COMMLISS10ONER WATLKER: Yes.
15 THE CLERK: Chairman Romano.
16 CHALRMAN ROMANO: Yes.
17 THE CLERK: The ordinance has been

18 adopled. Ordinance A-3. Reoads and Public

19 Property. Ordinance amending Chapter 200, Article
20 27 of the Administrative Code to establish Traffic
21 Calming Devices on Newark Streel and Monroe/Grove

22 Street in the City of Hoboken.

23 This is the fixed time for the public

24 hearing of this ordinance, which was introduced at

25 | the meeting of August 1l4th, 2025, advertised as

Veritext Legal Solutions
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required by law, together with the notice appearing
for this time. It's been posted on the County
Commissioner's bulletin board and made available Lo
the general public. Are bhere any speakers on Lhis
ordinance?
Seeing none, I'll ask for a motion to

close the hearing.

CHALRMAN ROMANO: Motion.

COMMISSIONER CEDENO: Sccond.

THE CLERK: Second?

COMMISSIONER CEDENO: Second.

THE CLERK: All in favor.

(The Board voles unanimously Lo close
Lhe Hearing.)

THE CLERK: Opposed? O0On the final
adoption. Commissioner Aponte-Lipski.

COMMIGSTIONER APONTE-LIPSKI: Aye.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Baselice.

COMMTISSTONER BASELICE: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Cederfio.

COMMLISSLIONER CEDENO: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Kopacez.

COMMISSTIONER KOPACZ: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner O'Dea.

COMMISSIONER Q'DEA: Yes.

800-227-8440
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THE CLERK: Commissioner Rodriguez.

COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

THE CIERK: Commissioner Walker.

COMMTSSTONER WATLKER: Yes.

THE CLERK: Chairman Romano.

CHAIBRMAN ROMANO: Yes.

THE CLERK: The ordinance has been
adopled. This concludes Lhe items of business on
today's agenda. Are there any comments from the
Commissioners on Lhe business of Lhe Board?

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Billy?

COMMTSSTONRR Q'DEA:  Jusl a couple of
comments on the resolution related to supporiting Lhe
negotiations of 32BJ. Obviously, they've been a --
an organization that hires local. They have a very
large percentage of their membership are Hispanic.
They live in Jersey City, Union City, West New York,
so 1t's always good to help them make sure that they
have a good -- a good living -- living wage.

And then, obviously, on the one with the
Vision Zero and poltenlially being able to get
speeding cameras by our own schools on streets like
Kennedy Boulevard, I think that's imporbant. We
once were kind of a trailblazer with red light

cameras. We were able to use the funding from those

Veritext [.egal Solutions
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1 fines to actually create addilional traffic controls

2 in that -- in those areas between kind of by

3 Montgomery Street.

4 Unfortunately, one Republican legislature
5 from Soulh Jersey decided -- 1 don't know if he —-
6 maybe he got a tickel or something. He made it his
) -- he made it his cause Lo gebt rid of that. 1t's

3] too bad, but T would hope that having Lhe capability
9 to bring those cameras in to reduce speeds on

10 streets like JFK Boulevard, especially by schools,

11 is something to happen.

12 CHALRMAN ROMANO: Thank you.

13; Continue, Madam Clerk.

14 | THE CLERK: Are there any comments
5 from the Chief of Staff to the County Executive?
16 M2. DAVIS: Good afternoon,

17 averybody. Happy Fall. 1'm speaking today because

18 I'm a bit concerned. It was -- it has come to the
19 attention of the County Executive's Office after the
20 tact thalt there were some armed individuals this

21 weekend on County property, and I want you all to

22 understand that we were not notified at the County
23 Executive's cffice that there were armed individuals

24 in this property. We found out through a social

25 media post by a concerned citizen. 8o there's a

Veritext Legal Solutions
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couple of Lhings.

The Counbly Execulblive recally, recally
prioritizes our parks, as you all know. We wanlkl our
parks to remain safe for everyone. They should be a
safe haven for mest pecple, for all of our
residents. Because we were not -- because neither

Craig nor anyone in our office was informed of our

incident, we don'l know who these pecople were. |
don't know if they actually legitimale law
enforcement or not. None of us do.

So we are asking the sheriff, Sheriflf
Schillari, and his office to remember to please
report immediately if there are any other such
incidents. And just a little reminder about the
Immigrant Trust Directive that T believe —-- and this
iz not —— T'm net a lawyer and T'm not a police
officer, so don't yell at me if T'm wrong. But T
believe the Sheriff's office and all Sheriff's
officers have to abide by the Immigrant Trust
Directive.

CHATEMAN ROMANO: Yes.
MS. DAVIS: That prohibits local law

enforcement from participating in ICE civil

immigration enforcement and/or also prohibits them

from providing ICE with access to local law

Veritext Legal Solutions
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enforcement resources. Such as equipment, office
space, databases, or property.

If I'm wrong, somcbody tell me so, but 1'm
just bringing it Lo everybody's attentlon. Becausc
again, we really want our parks Lo remain a sale
haven for all Hudson County residents. And we were
a little disturbed that there was such an incident
this weekend that we did not know about.

30 just letting you all know, from our
perspective. Please -- and to the Sheriff's
officers, pleasc take the message back to the
Sheriff for us, that we're -- we're hopeful that, if
this should happen again, we would be called right
away. Thank you.

COMMISSICNER O'DEA: More
importantly, since a gquestion was asked at the prior
meeting aboul whal role or —-- Lhe Sherifl ollicer
would play related teo that, and it was made clear
that they play no role related ko thalk, that
heightened my concern. Because based on that post,
it would seem that wasn't the case.

MS. DAVIS: Right. And again, I'm
not a lawyer and l'm not a police officer, so 1 do
not know. I just know whal I know of the Immigrant

Trusl Direclive, so I'm bringing it Lo evervone's

Veritext Legal Solutions
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attenlion Lo say, plecase look into it, please
consull. And if I'm wrong, pleasc tell me so.
Okay. Thank you.

THE CLERK: This is the time for
persons who submitted a timely written request to
address the Board on any matter of public interest.
Please remember to limit your comments to three
minutes. We do have speakers. The first is Raymond
Mitchell.

MR. TLORIO: Chairman, before Mr.
Mitchell begins speaking, please nole Lhal anyone
whe is speaking, the -- the official timer is not

operating properly, so I will be keeping Lhe Lime.

T'll inform the speaker when the three minutes has
expired.

MR. MITCHELT.: Tt's always somebhing
here. All right. So last meeting, we all know that
Esther Buarez, she retired, supposedly, but then she
goes to another law firm. Is everybody aware of
that? She retired from there, and then she's
allending another law firm? I guess, cverybody
knows; right?

50 I gave notice Lo Esther Suarez Lo be
here today at the meeting to be here. She sits on

the judiciary with Brian Stack. T asked for human

Veritext [.egal Solutions

800-227-8440 973-410-4040




Page 25

1 resource? TIs she here? 1T gave notice Lo her to be

2 here. Not here either about Esther Suarez.

3 Surprigingly, she retires.

4 Jim Tedesco, Bergen County Executive, T

5 gave him nolice. Debbie White, the Union, 1 gave

6 notice. She covers Norbh Bergen and Hackensack

! Meridian. T also gave noltice Lo Wayne Mello. Is he
g here? Wayne. Prosecutor's not here. Caplain |
9 Ciattarelli is here. Internal affairs. Will from
10 homicide, the captain, is he here? I also called
11 Governor Murphy's office, gave him notice to be

12 here.

13 So as we continue this on, T have not

14 recelived any proof that my dad died of COVID when he

15 had slrangle marks on his face. Pictures, T have

16 audio; okay? Of the nurse. And how does anybody

17 here allow her to retire when 1 gave you my

18  information? Is Lhat a violation of her ocath?

19i Anybody? Is iL reasonable to say that this 1is

20 suspicious activity, whoever is in law enforcement
41 here? Talking about a strangle. Face, neck, eye.
22 COVID can't —-- is Craig Guy here? There's law

23 enforcement.

24 Craig Guy, do you have any explanation for
25 whal's going on with Esther Suarez? Brian Stack? T

Veritext Legal Solutions
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got letters from Brian Stack, still waiting on that
personnel. Can you tell me that perscnnel --

MR. FLORLIO: Commlissicner --
Commissioners.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Please, no dialogue
wilh Lhe Commissioners, just use your time, please.

MR. MITCHELT,: Yeah. We got Brian
Stack from Union City Municipal, but then he sends
me a letter from his senator's cffice zaying he's
going to investigate my father's, you know, homicide
here, and he never did. Until January of this vyear,
17th of '25, he puts it into the Health Department
of Human Services.

S0 1l'm not sure what's going on here. And

it alsoc says that a hundred percent == what did I
have here? Esther Suarez -- oh, wait. Dennis
Miller. Let me tell you, he praised Ms. Suarez for
some reason. Dennis Miller, Lhe chief that I have

issues with.
MR. FLORIO: Three minutes, Chairman.
CHATRMAN ROMANO: Thank you.
MR. MITCHELT.: Three minutes. That's
all T get.
CHALRMAN ROMANQO: Thank you, sir.

COMMISSIONER CIFELLI: Mr. Chairman,

Veritext Legal Solutions
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] please note that Commissioner Cifelli ‘just joined

Z us.

3 CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Okay. Go ahead.

4 Next.

5 THE CLERK: Next speaker is Courtney

6 Walker.

7 MR. MITCHELL: So am I going to get

8 the COVID information here? Anybody? No? Yes?

9 Maybe so?

10 CHATREMAN ROMANQ: Nexit speaker. Nexl

ki speaker, please.

12 MR. MITCHELL: Next speaker? Don't
13 care?

14 CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Next speaker.

15 MR. MITCHELL: Didn't she just say

16 about --
17 CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Next speaker,

18 please. Thank you. Thank you.

19 THE CLERK: Pleasc take your sign.
20 Next speaker is Courlney Walker.
21 CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Go ahead, Ms.

22 Walker.

23 MS. WALKER: Hello, County
24  Commissioners. My name is Courtney Walker, and T'm
25  a resident of Jersey City. 1'm here today to raise

Veritext Legal Solutions
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two issues. First, early voting locations. Tn the
June primary, Hudson County had 32 early voting
siles where coverage was uncgual. In the north,
Union Cily, Weehawken, Wesl New York, and Guttenberg
had over 70 percent of voters living wilthin one
district of a site. 1In North Bergen, it was 42
percent. In Hoboken, only 13 percent had access.
And in East Newark and Harrison, there were none.

Coverage was also duplicative, for
example, the Summit Ave Mobile Trailer in Union City
was placed right next to the North Bergen Rec Center
and library site. And the 34Lth and New York Avenue
trailer, alsc in Union City, was right next to Union
Cily CilLy Hall.

I've recommended replacing Lhese two
duplicalive siles wilh new ones al libraries in
Harrison, Hoboken, and Jersey CiLy. Thal change
would increase county-wide coverage of volters within
one district of a site by four percenl, with no loss
of access anywhere. To uphold fairness, T urge you
to ensure early voting sites are equitably
distributed across all communities.

Second, Braddock Park. Last week, a video
showed six armed individuals in the park's main lot,

Lwo wikth full face coverings, Lwo wilh visible

800-227-8440
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holsters. When asked to identify themselves, they
hid from the camera and stayed silent. When a
Hudson County Sheriff arrived, the officer

questioned the person filming instead of the armed

group .

Thiz raises serious concerns if those
individuals were ICE, failing to identify them
undermines the Immigrant Trust Direclive and leaves
our community unsafe. Public spaces should not be
used in this way, and the county urgently needs a
clearer policy for responding with TCE or anyone
claiming to be ICE shows up on County property.

I'd also urge the County to strongly
consider passing a rescolution in suppoert of the

Immigrant Truslt Act, Senate Bill Number S$S367Z2A4987.

This act establishes protections for immigrants
interacting wilh government agencies and strengthens
and codifies Lhe separation between local law
enforcement and federal immigration enforcement.
Thank you.

CHATRMAN ROMANO: Thank you.

THE CLERK: Next speaker --

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: Hold on.

THE CLERK: -- is Mark Bloomberg.

Oh, I'm sorry. I'm sorry.
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COMMLSSIONER O'DEA: I had a
question. Could you get a copy of those two pieces
of legislabion Lo me?

M&S. WALKER: Yeah.

COMMISSTONER Q'DEA: Yeah.

CHALRMAN ROMANC: Alberico is
getting, too, Bill.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: And then on the

first item, I Lhink we should have the -- whether
it's == whelher ilL's Harper or Marianne. Because |1
a hundred percenl agree. There are citiecs where
there's -- there are as many early voling locations,
as bthere are regular -- maybe more Lhan actual
voting locations. And that seems Lo be Lotally
unfair. And in places like Jersey Cilty, Lhere are

certainly not enough of early volting localions.
Fspecially within areas where are there -- where
there are both minority and low —-- and low-income
populations.

S50 we need an explanation as who makes
those decisions, how those declsions are made. And
guite frankly, 1f they can't address it, maybhe it's
something worth even Laking legal action. 1 think

you make a very valid point that people are not
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carly voling.

CHATEMAN ROMANO: At the next, Abe,
just have the Superintendent of Elections --

MR. ANTUN: I believe that's -- 1
believe peolling places are Mike —-

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: I Lhink it's

Mike.
MR. ANTUN: Michael Harper.
CHATRMAN ROMANO: Michael Harper.
COMMTISSTONTR Q'DEA: T think it's
Mike Harper. Have him available for the next.

CHATRMAN ROMANO: Next?

COMMIESTONER APONTE-LIPSKT: Pardon
me . I'm sorry, Chairman?

COMMLSSIONER CLEELLL: Can L ask a

question? I'm sorry.

CHALRMAN ROMANO: Yraida is
specaking. Go ahead, Yraida.

COMMISSIONER APONTE-LIPSKL: Ls 1t
the same Lhing as our assistant to our County
Execulblive we're talking about -- what vou were justL
Lalking about?

CHATRMAN ROMANO: Yes. Same thing.

COMMISSLIONER APONTE-LIPSKI: Thank

you.
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CHATRMAN ROMANO: Okay. Next -- aoh,
Al. Al, did you have a guestion?

COMMISSIONER CIFELLI: Question just

about -- I'm sorry. Just backtracking to the voter
places. When I drive through Harrison and Kearny, I
see that there are voting designations there. Is

there a problem with these? T'm not sure —-
CHAIRMAN ROMANC: No. Al, the
gquestion that the speaker has is a guestion to the
number of locations. And we're geing to have, at
the next mecting, Michael Harper here to tell us.
COMMISSIONER CIFELLI: All right. o0
we're going te push that back until Mike Harper gets

here and gives us the == the nitty gritty; right?

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: And I'm just
going Lo shed a liltle light, because I've had a
discussion with him. He's going Lo say Lhat they
defer to the local officials. Well, Lthal's a prelly
damn --

COMMTSSTONER CTTRTLLT: That's not —--
that's not acceptakle.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: Well, that's
what I'm saying. That's a pretty poor excuse. You
know, local -- local officials don't want

COMMISSEIONER CIFELLI: No; no.
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COMMISSICNER O'DEA: And that gilves
you the okay Lo deprive —--

COMMTESTONTFR CTFELLI: No. My

understanding is that the county is the responsible
party to make sure --

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: 'They are.

COMMISSIONER CIFELLL: -— that
there's a fair and equilable distribution of those
locations.

CHATEMAN ROMANO: So we'll have
Michael Harper here.

COMMISSTONER CTFELLI: The
municipalities. T want te hear from us. From Mike.

CHATRMAN ROMANO: We'll hear [rom
Michael next meeting.

COMMISSTONER CTFELLT: All right.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Thank you. Next

speaker.

THE CLERK: Mark Bloomberg is the
nexl speaker.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Mark, come up.

MR. BLOOMBERG: Good afternoon. This
summer, more than 500 people went on the record to
oppose the Braddock Park diversion. As a result of

this, as of yesterday, North Bergen withdrew its
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application from the DEP.

So North Bergen -- one of the things that
North Bergen elected officials mistakenly helieve is
that the land that the trailer school 1s currently
on can be left as it is and doesn't have to be
opened up for public use. IL you locok al the lease
Lhat you have with them, thalt is patently false.

S0 it's the County's responsibility Lo set
things straight here at this point. And there are

two actions that I feel the County is responsible

for, not the actual actions themselves, but ensuring
that their tenant follows these. One is ensuring
that the trailers are removed from the park. They
are no longer in use. All the preschoolers have
been moved out to preexisting elementary schools as
of the start of this school year.

Second, making surc that North Bergen
aclually restores Lhe land for recreation cr
conservalion. IL doesn'lL have to be a softhall
[ield like il was, bub it's land thal's available on
it. So my ask is, T want to know who from the
County, T want a name, T want contact information
for who is going to basically spearhead this and
make sure that North Bergen does this in a timely

fashion?

Veritext Legal Solutions
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CHATRMAN ROMANO: To the best of my
knowledge, our legal department, Alberico, you would
be able to answer that, =sir.

MR. BLOOMBERG: OQkay. Is my time
sLopped or --

MR. FIORTO: You have a minute and 44 |
seconds.

MR. BLOOMBERG: OQOkay.

COMMLISSLONER O'DEA: Just do your
time, and then we'll finish at the end.

MR. BLOOMBERG: Okay. Yeah. 1 just
want to move on to this second topic. You know, |1
feel like the County needs to start playing offense
rather than defense talking about this immigration
issue. Nob jusl whalt happened al Braddock Park,
that's one example with armed men being in the park,
which I'm going Lo assume Lhey were aclually ICE or
law enforcement, based on the officer's response Lo
the situation.

Regardless of that, the County needs to

declare itself as a sanctuary County, Just as Jersey

City, Just as Hoboken has done. Playing defense
with this federal administration is bending the
knee. Take olfense on Lhis. We need to be

protecbting our residents in County spaces and not

Veritext Legal Solulions

800-227-8440 973-410-4040



14

15

16

17
18

20
plat
22

24
25

Page 36

cmpowering immigration enforcement. Thank you.
CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Alberico, will you
see Mr. Bloomberg afller Lhe meeting --
MR. DE PIERRO: ©Sure. No problem.

CHALRMAN ROMANC: -- for what you're going Lo do?

MR. BLOCOMBERG: Okay.

MR. DE PIERRO: Absolutely.

MR. BLOOMBERG: So you'll get me a
name and we'll gel Lhis moving forward?

MR. DE PIERRO: A name of?

MR. BLCOMBERG: Of who is going to
take responsibility for making sure that North
Bergen vacales Lhe tralilers, gets the trailers out,
and restores the park land.

MR. DE PIERRO: Il's not going to be

name, it's going to be a concerted effort. This has
to take multiple parties. And we're already —-- as
of last night and this morning's news, we're already
in the process of handling the situation with all
the parties that need to be involved.

MR. BLOOMBERG: Okay. T would like--

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: That means he's
the person.

MR. BLOOMBERG: Okay.

MR. DI PIGRRO: No. That means 1'm
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1 | one of the persons.

2

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: You're the

3 lawyer.
A ME. BLOOMBERG: RighlL. But I
5 shouldn't have to run around to a consortium of

6 people to keep track of what's going on. And you

7 know, it would be -- you know, there should be a
g8 timeline.

9 CHAIRMAN RCMANO: Next speaker.
10 MR. BLOOMBERG: A project plan.
11 CHAIRMAN RCMANO: Next speaker,

12 please.

13 MR. DE PIERRO: I think we'wve already
11 communicated wilh you. Mysellf and Rihanna Garcia

kD have been very good wilh you.

16 MR. BLCOMBERG: QOkay. We'll talk

17 atfter.

18 MR. DE PTERRO: We'll continue Lhatl.
19 MR. BLOOMBERG: Thank you.

20 CHATRMAN ROMANC: Alberico, please
21 consider a softbhall field, can never have enough.
22 MR. DE PIERRO: And a soccer field.
23 MS. ALEXANDER: Greetings,

24 Commissioners. How are you? Sabura Alexander.

25 Hudson County Family Services and Reintegration.
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President of Tocal 169/. I'm first here to address
Commissioner Keopacz. I teold y'all I was coming
about that Bayonne parking. 8o 1t was brought to my
attention by a fellow colleague at work that Jersay
Cily has zoned parking. So I wanted Lo ask it
that's something that could be proposed to the
Bayonne residents?

COMMISSIONER KOPACZ: So that's an
issue for the city council.

MS. ALEXANDER: Okay.

COMMLISSIONER KOPACZ: You don't have
to tell me, 1 just —-- what street do you live in or
around?

M5. ALEXANDER: I live on Andrew
Street.

COMMISSIONER KOPACZ: Andrew?

M5. ALEXANDER: Yeah.

COMMISSIONER KOPACZ : S0, yeah.
That's Lhe [irsl ward. So that's Firsk Ward
Councilman Neil Carroll. So T'll make sure that you
get his contact.

M5. ALEXANDER: Okay.

COMMLISS1ONER KOPACZ: And you can
reach out to him directly.

M5. ALEXANDER: Thank you.
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COMMISSTONER EKOPACZ: That's just not
a County issue. You agree, Colleagues?

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Yeah.

COMMISSIONER KOPACZ: Yeah. T want
Lo be able to help you with that.

ME. ALEXANDER: Okay. And it was
also suggeslbed that I atlend a town meeting. Do you
think I should? A town hall meeling in Bayonne?

COMMTSSTONER KOPACZ: The council is
very proactive.

M5. ALEXANDER: QOkay.

COMMISSIONER KOPACZ: So T will put
you in contact. And that's kind of like borderline
first and second. So T don't know exactly where the

address is, but 1'll give you Jackie Weimmer's

number as well. And both of them are very proactive
in helping residents. 5S¢ they'll ke able to help
you oulk.

M5. ALEXANDER: ‘'Thank you so much for
thalt. The second Lhing I want to address —-- second
and third, actually, is we had a meeling, myself and
my board members with the management committee,
Central Personnel. And T see that Eleanor Cibney,
as well as Director Mazza Frank, is in the building.

And 1'm coming here because I know that
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they tried to assist and T appreciate that, but it
doesn't excuse the fact that we're still
sLruggling. So what I proposced was, 1is there a
possibililty that the Commissioners could come up
with some type of a rental stipend? Or Hudson
County Supervisors that reside in Hudson County?
Because we are still struggling with our bills.

While we just got a raise, we had to take
pension loans, and that was like the raise goes back
to the state. Now, Elinor Gibkbney did inform me, and
I respect that, that, you know, we cannot do
intergovernmental transfers. She's the appecinting
authority, we understand that. But again, it still
doesn'ltl excuse Lhe fact that we can't transfer out,
and we sbLill can't alfford to pay our rent. 2o where
does Lhal leave us as cmployees? And it's the same
with car mileage. I propose Lhat as well.

Now, T know from me working, nol only at
the County, but also Hudson Counlty Corrections, that
me personally, T get car mileage because I'm
traveling from county to county. But T have members
under my Local that are traveling from out -- you
know, out of Hudscn County, into Hudson County
because Lhey live oult of County. And again, they

can't transfer into a -- you know, a position in

800-227-8440)
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Lhat counly, because we would have to resign and
then go from an HS5-1, which is almost taking a
$50,000 pay cut. 5o T would like to know whal can
the Commissioners do to help us with this -- this
situation?

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Alberico?

MR. DE PIERRO: Lf you can send me an
e-mail with more delails?

MS. ALLEXANDER: Absolulely. Thank
you so much.

CHATRMAN ROMANG: Thanks. Next

speaker.

THE CLERK: Kay Daly.

M5. DALY: Good evening,
Commissiconers. My name is Kayla Daly. I work for

Hudson County Department of Family Services in ABD
Department. Tonight, T come bearing gifts. I have
no pitchforks or torches tonight. T come here to
thank you. Well, 1l'm here to thank each of you.

Our Director, Frank Mazza. Poor Mr. Mazza
had Lo take a vacabion al Lhe Local 2306 —-
negotiations -- well, voting -- we're re-voting. He
was running over the building. And I teld him, I
was going to speak up and let him know that we

appreciated his help.
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I'm also thanking Elinor Gibney. Sharon
Santana, which works with us al Hudson County
Department of Family Services. OQur union, our union
negotiation team. All the members that came here to
speak, and support us, and all who helped us get
Lhis greal conlracl that this Local ever had.
Hudson Counlty wenl [rom being the underdogs of
family services, to now, in Lthis state, the county
agency that made history. And you are part of 1it,
az well as all the others that I spoke aboutl.

T do have one question because I was just
coming to speak about thanking you. But the Human

Services 3 workers position, it came up, and Lhe

test is still open. And the workers want to know,
will this position actually —-- will it still be
calling people out? Because the list 1is going to
cxplire soon.

So I just wanted to know if that's going
to happen because pecople are questioning that. And
there was some slack in voting because people didn't
want to take certain posilions because they were on
the List with H55-3.

CHATRMAN ROMANO: After Lhe meeling,
Director Gibney, can you speak with the speaker

after the meeting?
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COMMISSIONER O'DEA: Do vyou know when
it expires? The list expires?

M3, DALY: T think it expires next
year.

COMMISS1IONER Q'DEA: Yeah. 1l mean,
it would be == I mecan, I guess thal's nob just
Elcanor, il would also be from the administrative
side, whal Lhey szee are in need or demand over
time. But it would be -- it would be good -- it
would be good i1f they could try to f£ill as many
spots as they could from the list.

M53. DALY: Well, that was a question
that was going on through negotiations and voting.
S0 that was a concern from the pecople. Because a
great deal of people did take that test and they
didn't want to, you know, take next-level positions
that were offered during negotiations behind that.
Jo that's why we wanted to know where that went.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: Based on the
contract, the -- the interest in taking that has
changed, 1s Lhal a fair way Lo calegorize 1iL7

MS5. DALY: Well, Lhis is Lhe Lhing,
as you know, the H55-1s were actually upgraded to be
HS5-2 provisional.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: Correct.
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M5. DALY: But the ones that took the

50

H55-3 test didn't want to cut themselves off.
they didn't want to take the H35-2 provision. So
that was a guestion that pecople were speaking about,
and you know, were leery aboul even taking Lhe HSS5-Z2
posilions because they took the three tests.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Elinor, aftter the
meeting, you can meet with them and explain the
situation.

COMMISSTONER O'DEA: Yeah. Tt would
be good teo get us a report for the next meeting as
to how many individuals would be affected or
impacted by that. Because | understand what you're
saying.

CHATRMAN ROMANO: Yeah.

COMMISS10ONER O'DEA:  Take the test of
the -- what you sece or deon't sce is going to happen
as a resull of iL. You want Lo go Lhrough it. I
gob 4it.

MS. DALY: Thank you.

CHATRMAN ROMANO: Thank you.

COMMTESSTONER O'DEA: That's nice.

M3, DALY: 8o I don't know who to
give it to, but --

THE CLERK: Give 1t to the Chairman.
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& CHAIRMAN ROMANO: All. Tt goes to

2 | all. It goes to all. Put it up on the wall.

3 COMMISSIONER O'DEA: Put it up on the
4 wall.
3 CHATRMAN ROMANO: Pubt ilbt up on the
6 wall. That will be like a mission to everyone.
7 MS. DALY: Thank you, Commissioners.
8 CHAIRMAN ROMANC: Thank you. T like
9 Lhat jackel.
10 THE CLERK: Chairman, the last listed
11 speaker 1s Slephanie Campos.
17 CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Stephanie? Just
13 one second. Thank you very much on behalf of the
14 Commissioners. IlL's a beautiful -- the wording is
15 what really makes it. And your very part of this --

16 not only the County, bul the history of this County

17 government, but your friendship 1s more important

18 than anything. And the fact that you help so many
19 of our constituents that are in need. God bless you
20 on behalf of all of us. Pass it around. Go ahead.
21 Sorry.

22 5. CAMPOS: QOkay. No. That's

23 Line. Good evening. My name iz Stephanie Campos, T
24 am a Jersey City resident. Lasl week, community

256 members documented armed masked agenls, whe turned

Veritexl Legal Solutions
800-227-8440 073-410-4040



Page 46

1 out to be ICE agents, in Braddock Park. This park
2 is the heart of the majority Lalino community, where
3 kids and play, and families go to work. Throughout
4 the summer, ICE has taken people multiple times from
5 this same park.
& ! When a communilty member documented the
7 | agenls in Lhe public parking lob, video shows
8 | Qtficer Santos of Hudson Counby Sherifl's Department
9! preventing her from filming, allowing agents to
10 photograph her, and telling her, how do you know
11 | they are TCE? And apparently, later stated, do not
12 % interfere. Either the Hudson County Sheriff is okay
13i with armed masked men in our public parks, or he
14 j knew they were ICE and was assisting them in
15, violation of the Immigrants Trust Directive.
16 We don't want the sheriff's department to
17 support LCE. And we don't want federal agents in
183 our public parks. The asks here are, communicate in

19 a town hall with the Sheriff there. 'The County
20 policies [or responding when ICE or anyone claiming
21 to be ICE iz on Counly property. Pass a resolubion

& in support of the Immigrant Trust ActL.

23 My second point i3, this sign was made by
24 an ll-year-old, a Hudson County resident, while she
25 waited for six hours outside Delaney Hall to wvisit

Veritext Legal Solutions
800-227-8440 973-410-4040



10
11
12
13
14

15

23
24

25

Page 47

her falther, who has now been delained for Lwo
months., I understand thalb this is in Essex Counly.
The cardboard and the markers were provided by
volunteers. As were the chairs, the umbrellas, the
chair for her to sit on, the snacks for her to eat.

An umbrella Lo block out the sun. We provide these

small comforts [rom our own funds. There is no
support from government agencies. Understanding
that Delaney Hall is in Essex and not Hudson County.

Visitors wait hours outside the gate on
what is essentially an active driveway on what is

known as Chemical Alley, in case you didn't know.

The child's sister is 1%, and her brother i1s 16.
Their dad was the main income earner who was taken
on his way to work.

Earlier this week, the 16-year-old called
to tell me that his family had received an eviction
notice. At 16, he is looking for ways to raise
money to keep his family housed. This is just cne
story outbt of so many. Where 1s the County?

MR. FLORIO: Three minutes, Chalrman.

M5. CAMPOS: The asks here are —-- and
T'm almost done. Begin an emergency fund for Hudson
County families impacted by the detentions. Bring

together Hudson Ceounty agencies, CBOs, and grassroot

Veritext Legal Solutions
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organizations in one place Lo communicate to
families whal services are avallable and how to get
them. And finally, fund a resource navigator
position, even if it's part-time, to help link
families to services. Because, as of now,
volunteers arc [illing this gap, and it is not
sustainable. Thank you.

CHATRMAN ROMANOC: Thank you.

THE CLERK: Mr. Chairman, there are no olLher
speakers and --

COMMTSSTONER OQ'DEA: Juslht Lo Lhe last
speaker. I -- T agree with what you said. And we
spoke earlier. We had an item today on the agenda,
and I thought somebody was going to be here from
that organization. One New Jersey. Oh, T'm sorry.
I missed -- you didn't tell me you were here. 8o
the other day, one of the questions we have is we
found -- and it addresses some of the comments of
the prior speaker.

As we've attempted to have events to
notify individuals of their righls and services we
can provide to them, we [ind it difficult teo get
people to come for the exact reason thal you Lalked
about going on in Braddock Park and that people are

afraid to literally go to an information session to

Veritext Legal Solutions
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1 try to tell them what rights they could have or what

2 help we could provide them, because the fear that

3 someone —— ICE may be oulside looking to -- to grab
1 whoever goes Lhere.

5 And that's a challenge, but a challenge

6 that we have to figure out a solution to. Because
7 that's difficult. I did a -- T did an interview

8 with the president of the State Hispanic Chamber of
= Commerce, and they've shown a scrious decline in
10 sales in Hispanic bodegas and Hispanic businesses,
11 which Lhey Lie direclly to individuals' fear to even
12 go Lo a sbore in Lhelr community for what might

13 happen.

14 So I understand, and I'm sympathetic to
15 it. DBut I had asked vou Lo come here Loday because
16 much of Lhe services vou provide -- or some ol the
17 services you provide, in the pasbt, have always been
18 focused on helping individuals gain permanent

18 status, helping individuals with status go on and
20 gain their citizenship.

21 But cbviously, in today's climate, some

22 things have changed. And the need for you to

23 provide services for individuals who —-—- whatever.
21 An expired work visa, over exlended student visa.
20 There's so many other categories of individuals that

Verilext Legal Solutions
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have nowhere to go and may not have the financial
resources to do it. And my question is -- or two.
One is how you can provide those kind of services.
And L know, to some degree, you already are.

Bul secondly, and this goes into more
globally what the prior speaker said, how do we
crealbe a system of how we're able Lo, nol only reach
those individuals, but assist those individuals at a
time and climate where fear -- fear within those
communities are so0 great.

The one example you cited, in Braddock
Park, 1s only one example. But the fear is so great

that if we had an event here tomorrow, saying come

if you're -—- if -- you know, you may get service
providers to come. But if you ask the individuals
To come who are affected, many —-- many, 1f not most,

would say, if I go there, what's going to stop when
I leave or when I come, an ICE agenbt walting to
check who I am and poltentially Lake me away?

S0 we've golb Lo [igure oul how we overcome
that. Because if we don't, then they won and we're
losing. So T think that should be part of a bigger
discussion. But on the question I have asked about
what is your capacity to provide those services for

individuals that fall into categories that

Veritext Legal Solutions
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Lechnically -- Lechnically, teoday, 1s someone
stopped them, oh, your work visa expired last month,
let's go, what -- how are you able Lo help them?
And then how are we able to create a way Lo reach
out to those individuals where they're going ko be
able Lo get service without having fear of coming to
your oflice?

MR. FLORIO: We need the speaker's
name for the record.

MS. BERNAL: Geood afterncon. My name
iz Julia Bernal, and I'm the execulive director of
We Are One New Jersey. We are a nonprofit
organization that provides educational and
immigration services to the residenls of Hudson
County. 8o to address your question of how our
services have shifted, as you're aware, in Lhe past,
we have provided services to facilitate individuals
becoming United States citizens through the
naturalization process. Meaning, we not only help
in filling out the paperwork, but we also provide
cilbtizenship classes, mock interviews.

And Lhen once the person has become a
citizen, we help them f£ill oul Lhe application for
their passport, as well as vote registration, the

change of status with Social Security, and all the

Veritext [L.egal Solutions

973-410-4040



800-227-8440

Page 52

things that come with knowing how Lo assimilale Lo
being a U.5. citbizen. In addition to that, we also
help with green card renewals, and work permit
renewals, and also with deferred action. In the
past year, since the change of Administration, we
have also added to our educalional services know
your rights sessions across Lhe County. And also,
in places of work and education —-- educational
institutions.

This is as ftar as we've been able to get
with what our staff can do, and also the budget that
we have. But we have service -- done many, many
know your rights sessicns. We have trained
individuals in their work areas, be it at daycares,
or schools, or we have been contacted by individual
businesses to train their emplovees.

So it's different kind of trainings,
depending on what the facility is. But we have been
reaching out to the community. 1 do want to point
out that, as Commissioner 0'Dea said, in various
know your righls sessions open Lo Lhe public, we
have had people nolbl show up. We did hold one very
early in the change of Administration, T believe it
was in the first two weeks of the change of

Administration, and we had only three individuals

Veritext Legal Solutions
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show up out of fear. The room was empty.

And then we also held one -- just to
compare, like the trajectory. We also held one
carlier, 1 want to say it was already summer al Team
Walker, which is another nonprofit organization.
They hold a -- Lhey hold a farmer's market on
Saturdays, and we Leamed up with them in order to do
our session after the farmer's markel to draw people
g T8

And what happened was people came for the
farmer's market, they didn't want to stay, Lhey

didn't feel safe staying. FEven though they Lrusted

the organization and the organization Lruslted us to
deliver the message, but people just did not feel
safe in the fact that they knew that there had been
dissemination of this session happening at Lhat
site.

And so at that point, [ think that people
[eel unsafe being in places where it's common
knowledge Lhal this 1s the topic of discussion. 50
in that case, we ended up doing a Facebook live for
the session. DBut agaln, Lhere was very little to
none turnaround because —-

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Could you -- Bill

== gan you send to all the Commissioners' e-mails

Veritext Legal Solutions
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your contact info, also what you just summarized?
The programs that you do, so we're all aware of it,
and how to get in contact?

ME. BERNAL: Absolutely.

COMMISSIONER Q'DEA: And I was in no
way of being critical. You did one with me at
County Plaza --

M5. BERNAL: Yeah.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: Early on. I
know we, similar, had a problem.

5. BERNAL: Yes.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: Of getting
pecople to come. We gobt some scrvices provided fo
come .

MS. CAMPOS: Right.

COMMIESIONER O'DEA: It was goecd to
gelbl some informallon. Bul if you need additiconal
resources to put something together, you should lel
us know. This is —-- this is a crisis.

MS. BERNAL: Yes.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: Tet's make no
mistake about it. It's a crisis. And cne thing T
learned is, somewhere, somechow, somebody's figured
oubk a way Lo gel Lhe message Lo everybody they need

Lo gel Lhe message 1ln some parl of Lhis counlry.

800-227-8440
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So with this stuff now, you can figure it out.

S0 I think, whether it's from the -- from the

activists or from the office, just everybody put
Lheir heads together. Because we have to find a way
to do that. And some may be through groups. T work
closely with HACA, which is Dominican Based Business
Association. If somebody gets their leadership that
information, they could probably go business by
business, store by store, on what know your rights
is to do that.

Again, that's just one out of a hundred

different ways. But I think it would make sense for
you to put together a plan. Tf it requires
resources, then -- the worst we could do is say no.

Bubt if[ you never ask —-
5. CAMPOS: Right.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: So -- because it
doesn't seem like 1t's going Lo get better. Tt
seems like 1L's golng to get worse. And —— and
letting -- you know, lelling people know what their
rights are, creating as much proteclLion and
assistance as humanly possible, we have to do. |
know pecple who've lived in the country 25 years,

but technically, here illegally.

MS5. BERNAL: Right.

Veritext Legal Solutions
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COMMLSSIONER O'DEA: They live here,
they work here, their kids go to school here,
Lhey're spouses are cilbizens. Bub every day, they

live in that fear Lhal Lomorrow, [or whatever

reason, T don't know. They went 30 miles an hour in
a 25-mile-an-hour zone in the wrong town.

So 1 just think that we, from our
perspective, we need to provide, if it's additional
resources, f[or you te do what your job is. Because
what vyou do 1is so much change; right? In just one
yvear. Whal your main focus is -- 1isg changing —-
figuring out how people can easily access, working
maybe wilh advocates, a trust level, whether it's
done remotely.

Bacause people are even aflraid, i lt's
remotely, someone can f[ind oul where I am; right?
Tf you're in fear, those are the kind of Lhings
you're afraid of, but --

CHATRMAN ROMANO: And we'll work on
ik

M3. BERNAL: If I may? I think that

there is a —- especially need to contact employars,
I Lhink. Because this is pecople's places of work.
And so if something could be done in terms of

education, especially for the employers. There's a

Veritext Legal Solutions
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big need for that. Like 1 find that very many
employers don't even know the difference between a
judicial warrant and an ICE warrant. And iL's
important that they know that difference. Because
ICE is using the administrative warrants in order to
gain access so.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: Again, we got a
chamber of commerce 1ln Hudson County. We got —— 1
think, the majorily of our cities in Hudson County

have urban enlerprise zones. They have lists of

directories, and each ol those Lowns can do
informational sessions for businesses and employees.
That's a great idea. So I think thalt will be
something you should put a proposal together, and we
should run with it.

CHATREMAN ROMANO: And I can always
help you with that county chamber; okay? Thank
you. And if anybody wants to speak to you after the
meeting, please.

M35. BERNAL: Okay.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Twe anncuncements.
We have Lwo birlthdays. September 5th, Commissioner

Yraida Lipski turned 25. And on September 2Z20th,

Commissioner Caridad turned 18. 8o Happy Birthday.

All in favor. Aye.

Veritext Legal Solutions
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THE CLERK: All in favor.
(Whereupon the proceeding is Lhen

concluded at 5:30 p.m.)

Veritext Legal Solutions
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CERTIFITICATTAON

1, SHARI CATHEY, CCR, RPR, License No.
30XT00234700, and Notary Public of Lhe Stale of New
Jersey, hereby certify that the proceedings herein
are from the notes taken by me of a Regular Meeting
ol Lhe Hudson CounlLy Board of County Commissioners,

held on Thursday, September 11, 2025; and that this

is a correct btranscripl of Lthe same.

Cadvuen

SHART CATHEY, CCR, RPR
A NOTARY PUBLIC of the

State of New Jersey
I.D. No. 2283786

Commission Expires 2/4/27
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