o

8

10
11
12
13

14

16

17

18
18
20
21
22
23
24
25

800-227-8440

CERTIFIED COPY

Page 1
HUDSON COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMTSSTONERS
RE :
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QF 'THE ;
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COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

CPEN S ES ST ON

Hudson County
Administration Building,
Commissioners Chambers
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Jersey City, New Jersey
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EEFORE:

ANTHONY ROMANO, Chairman

YRALIDA AFONTE-LIPFSKI, Commissioner
ROBER'l' BASELICE, Commizsiconer
FANNY CEDENQ, Commissioner

ALBERT CITELLI, Commissioner
KENNETH KOPACZ, Commissioner
WILLIAM O'DEA, Commissioner
CARLDAD RODRIGUEY, Commiasiconer
JERRY WALKER, Commissioner
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EDWARD J. FLORIO, ESQ., Board Counscl
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CHATRMAN ROMANO: Madam Clerk, call
the meeting to order.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Basellice.

COMMISSIONER BASELICE: Here.

TIE CLERK: Commissioner Cedefio.

COMMISSTONER CEDENQ: Here.

THE CLFERK: Commissioner Cifelli.
Commissioner Kopacsz.

COMMISSIONER KOQPACE: Here,

THE CLERK: Commissioner O'Dea.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: Here.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Rodriguce.
Commissioner Walker.

COMMISSIONER WALELER: Here.

THE CLERK: And Chairman Romano.

CHAIRMAN ROMANQO: Here.

THE CLERK: Please stand for the
Pledge of Allsgiance.

(Flag Salute.)

CHAIEMAN ROMANO: For the record,
Commissioner Rodriguez i1s here, and also we welcome
everycne that's here to participate in the mecting.
I sece my neighbors [rom Hoboken. Makes me happy Lo
see them.

THE CLERK: Okay.

800-227-8440
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CHATRMAN ROMANO: Start 1t off.

COMMISSTONER Q'DEA: Hold on.

CHATRMAN ROMANO: Geo ahead.

COMMISSLIONER O'"DEA: Mr. Chairman,
just before you start, I just wanlLed Lo pul
something quick on Lhe record. Before the mesting,
Il met with Adam [rom Lhe Prosecutor's Office, and T
jusl Lorwarded a video statement te him. T was at
an event two days ago, and T've kind of just been
concerned ever S'iTICE.

Tt relates to an incident that someocone
reported or discussed. And I am concerned about the
individual safety that may have been mentioned as
part of that. So 1 just wanted to put that on the
record and 1'11l leave it. L asked that they maybe
interview that individual, ascertain who the person
18, where they live. Are they safe where Lhey are?
Do they need to be relocaled?

S0 I just, as an elected offlicial, as I
thought about it, I fell important to do it. T had
originally initially checked with someone in the
JCPD, who checked with the Ceasefire to see if they
nad a report, and their initial result is that they
did not have a report on it. So I just wanled Lo

make surc as scmecne who's an eleclted oflicial, I

Veritext Legal Solutions
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just want to put that on the record.
MR. SALZAR: I received it, thanks.
CHALRMAN ROMANO: 'lThank you, sir.
THE CLERK: Okay. I'd like to note
Lhal Commissioner Aponle-Lipski jolned us.

Adequate notice of this meeting has been
provided as follows:

Posting notice of Resclution No. #-1-2025
on the County Commissioner's Bulletin Beoard, First
Floor, Administration Building Annex, Jersey City,
New Jersey.

Copics of the above mentioned resolution
have been sent to the County Clerk and the editors
of the Jersecy Journal and the Star Ledger.

May I have a molion Lo approve the minutes
of Lhe Caucus nmeclbing of Sepltember 9th, 2025, and
Lhe Regular meeling of Seplember 11Lh, 2025.

CHATREMAN ROMANO: Cedefio and Romano.

THE CLERK: Commissioner
Aponte-Lipski.

COMMISSIONER APONTE-LIPSKI: Aye.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Baselice.

COMMIESIONER BASELICE: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Cedeflo.

COMMISSIONER CEDENO: Yes.

800-227-8440
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THE CLERK: Commissiconer Cifelli.
COMMISSIONER CIFELLI: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioncr Kopacz.
COMMISSIONER EKOPACEZ: Yos.,

TIIE CLERK: Commissioner Q'Dea.
COMMTSSTONER Q'DEA: Yes.

THE CLFRK: Commissioner Rodriguez.
COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Walker.
COMMLSSLONER WALKER: Yes.

THE CLERK: Chairman Romano.
CHATRMAN ROMANO: Yes.

THE CLERK: The next order of

business is a discussion on Loday's agenda. I

turned it over Lo administration.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Mr. Administralor.

MR. ANTUN: Yes, Mr. Chairman. T
have no additiconal items, but with respect to Ttem
No. 18 that was placed on the agenda, there is a new :
resolution that has been presented to the Beoard for
their consideration. 1 think it was placed at your
desk.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: 3o Lake a look.
Does everybody have ilk? Everybody got it, correct?

COMMISSTONER O'DEA: Yes.

Veritext Legal Solutions
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CHATRMAN ROMANO: ALl right. A
metion on to, we have to put it on, Ed? Counsel
Flerie? A motion to put it on, correclL?

MR. ANTUN: Well, I Lhink Lhere
should ke a motbtion Lo amend.

COMMISSIONER Q'DEA: Motion to amend.

CHAIRMAN ROMANQ: Go ahead, Bill.

COMMTSETONER O'DEA: 1'm geoing to
move to amend, but 1'm going to just note for Lhe
record, at the next meeting 1l plan to put another
resolution forward related to the idea of crealing a
pilot program that would have apartment dwellers or
apartment developers, rather, pay a heallh care tax.

But 1'11 flesh oul what Lhe union thinks
of the details of that. S5So that could be part of
the bedy of the resolution, because I think that at
the end of the day, if there's not a long-term
recurring revenue, we're going to be sitting here
over and over agadin.

As I was walking out of my office today,
Lthere was a headline from the now no longer Jarscy
Journal, and it said, Careleocint declares bankruplcy,
and that was about one year ago. And here we are
sitting a year later with a legitimate threat of

hospital or hospitals closing. So every year, every

Veritext Legal Solutions
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year, every year, people that work in those
hospitals can't be subject to living that way, not
knowing. Every year, there's going to be one or two
months where you might close hospitals becausec of
revenue shortfalls.

By Lhe own admission yvesterday, a
representative of that hospital said to me, even
with this, we anticipate a $20 million a year
revenue shortfall. 8o I'm open to what form
generating a recurring revenue stream for this to
be. PBut T'd like to put at the next meeting a new
resolution with more detail of what the wherefore
c¢lause in this particular item that was taken out of
this resclution is trying to do.

THE CLERK: ©On the resclubion, on the
revisicon on 18, amcnded.

Commissioner Aponle-Lipski.

COMMISSIONER APCONTE-LIPSKI: Aye.
THE CLERK: Commissioner Baselice.
COMMISSTONER BASELICE: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Cedefio.
COMMISSIONER CEDENO: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Cifelli.
COMMISSIONER CIFELLI: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Kopace.

Veritext Legal Solutions
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COMMISSIONER EKOPACZ : Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Q'Dea.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Rodriguez.

COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ: Yes,

THE CLERK: Commissioner Walker.

COMMISSEIONER WALKER: Yes.

THE CLERK: Chairman Romano.

CHATRMAN ROMANO: Yes. Yeah, Jerry
said it.

COMMISSTONER WALKER: Yeah. [ said
yes,

CHATRMAN ROMANO: He's here. Qkay.
Continue, Madam Clerk.

I'HE CLERK: 1 have a guestion on 14.
We pulled that on the caucus. Commissioner O'Dea,
are we putting that back on? That was the one where
yvou wanted the addiliconal information. IL's on your
desk.

COMMISSIONER Q'DEA: Yeah, T asked to
have it carried to the next meeting.

THE CLERK: OQkay. Sorry, to the next
meeting, to the following meeting. Okay. All
right. Okay.

COMMISSIONER CIFELLI: I'm a preltty

Veritext Legal Solutions
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1 good reader, but I'm nol Lhat goocd. A speed reader.
2 Go ahead. Excuse me. Could you log me in? I'm

3 sorry I joined late.

4 CHATRMAN ROMANC: Commissioner

b Cifelli 1is here.

b COMMISSIONER CIFELLI: Thank you.

7 CHATRMAN ROMANG: Thank you, Al.

8 Thank you, Al.

9 THE CLERK: According to the policy
10 scl by Lhe Board of County Commissioners, members of
1.1 Lthe public are asked to limit their comments to five
12 minutes when discussing agenda items and three
13 minutes at the conclusion of the meeting for persons
14 who submitted a written request to discuss matters
15 of public interest,.

16 At this time, the public may address the
17 Board on any item on the agenda only. FPlease keep
18 your comments limited teo five minutes. Arc there
18 any speakers on the agenda items only? Sececing

20 none -- oh, we got one. OCh, I'm sorry.

2 CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Manny, come on up,

22 Manny .
23 MR. FTLORTQ: Chairman, before the
24 speaker begins --

25 CHALRMAN ROMANO: Heold on one second,

Veritext Legal Solutions
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Manny. Go ahead, Counselor.

MR. FLORTO: T just want to check
with the Clerk to make sure that internal timer is
operational this week.

THE CLERK: No, il's nol, bul we have
a manual timer.

MR. FLORIO: AlLl right. Fine.

CHATREMAN ROMANG: What's the —--
excuse me. What's the holdup that it's taken so
long?

THE CLERK: 'They're waiting for a
part.

MR. FLORIO: Parden the interruption,
Chairman.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Go ahecad, Manny.

MER. RIVERA-3QLER: Manucl
Rivera-Soler, Hoboken.

COMMISSIONER CO'DEA: Welcome back.

MR. RIVERA-SOLER: Thank you, sir.
Commissioner.

Buona sera, buona serata a tutti. PBuona
mese della cultura italo-americana e patrimonio
italo-americano. As well. Feliz mes de la provincia
latina hispana del ceondado de Hudson.

Commissioner, pardon me. Thal is quickly

Veritext Legal Solutions
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1 Lranslated. T guess, happy ltalian-American Heritage
2 Month and happy Hispanic and Latino Heritage Month
3 to everyone in Hudson Counly. And of course, we
4 continue to celebrate bolh cullbtures proudly in our
3 county and in Hoboken as well as we did with you
Lhis morning. And we appreciate your presence as a
7 resident of Hoboken, if you mind.
8 S0 actually, what 1L'm here tonight to
9 speak on is the importance. We arec here Lonight
10 | because Hudson County Hospitals systems are in
11 special need, cspecially Hoboken Hospital., IL is atb
12 a crossroads. This is nol just aboul a building, a
13 budget. This is about people's lives. BSorry, it
14 makes me a little emoblional.
15 The patients who walk through the doors
16 and Ffamilies rely on this care given at these
17 locations. The employees also dedicate their lives
18 every day to the communities that they serve and
19 should also be considered in every decision. 8o,
20 Mr. Chair and Commissicners, as we think akbout when
21 we make a resclution, like you just did, No. 18,
22 expressing it c¢learly to members of Lhe public and
23 letting them also have a say in the process is very
24 important, especially for the County, of course, and
25 for my beloved City of Hoboken as yours, Mr. Chair.

Veritext Legal Solutions
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1 Losing any hospital, but losing a hospital
2 like Hoboken, it is more than a tragedy. It is a

3 shame that it could happen at any moment because of
4 special interests of somebody else wanting Lo make a
& profit on people's lives and suffering. 8o I hope

6 that, yes, Lhis distinguished body does always

7 maintain an eye on kthe fact that we do need

g hespitals and we do need, especially, 1I'm advocating
9 for the one in Hoboken where senicrs, persons with
10 disability and families of all sorts depend on it.
11 And with that, 1 keep saying, Council

12 President, pardon me, Mr. Chair, I would also like
13 to ask and also like to join in No. 2, 3 and 4, if

11 you could please help members of the public

15 understand a little bit meore. I know Lhal Lhere's a
16 one line here, but if explanation can be given in
17 how the disbursecmenl of Lhe granls are going to he
18 done and also jusbt quickly, does it have to be now?
19 I know thalt we can geb it, the resolution
20 in the back, but, of course, at this moment, it is
21 imprudent to just grab one while somebody may want
22 it again. But if information could be given in,

23 again, Neo. 12 and the purchasing, of course, these
24 numbers, A and 1, is just how is 1L thalb it gets

25 dispersed? How is iL Lhal Lhese amounts, I know

Verilext Legal Solutions
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that for trucks and stulfl and Lhose parls musl be
extremely expensive, especially these days, but what
1s Lhe counterbalance between purchasing a part that
may or may not cost $50,000 or such, or $40,000 in
this extra addendum?

I'he justification, would iL be prudent Lo
perhaps purchasec something else or perhaps do
something other? Or if not, just can members of the
public understand the methodology as to why the
purchasing and Lhe numbers? And with that, Mr.
Chair, I will yield back. Thank you.

CHATRMAN ROMANQ: You're welcome.
Manny, when you're finished speaking, we'll answer
some of your questions.

MR. RIVERA-SOLER: Yes. 'l'hank you,
sir.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Who can answer
that? Go ahead, sir.

MR. ANTUN: Mr. Chairman, the budgel
amendments rclate Lo a grant thal Lhe Sheriff's
Office received, and that is to do highway safety
and pedestrian safelty. It's usually assigning, you
know, Sheriff's officers to do DWI and things like
that. That's the purpose of the grant.

CHATRMAN ROMANO: What about No. 47

Veritext Legal Solutions
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You said 4, right?

MR. RIVERA-SOLER: 3 and 4.

MR. ANTUN: I'm sorry. No. 4 has to
do with renewing a contraclL wilth Social
Decision-Making for Stop the School Violence. This
was a grant that the Department of Human Services
obtained, and this group provides specialized
Lraining in the school to deal with this particular
issue.

CHALRMAN ROMANO: 12 whal leller,
Manny? A and L.7?

MR. RIVERA-SOLER: I believe s0, vyes.

MR. ANTUN: I Lhink it was the
Marchasing Agent. The aulo parts, correct?

MR. RIVERA-SOLER: Yes. Flowers.
tlowers and auto parts. 12 A and I. Tlowers and
auto parts.

MR. ANTUN: With the autc parts, what
that is, 1s Lhe County maintains a fleet of
vehicles, trucks, et cetera, so these vehicles, as
they break down, we have to buy parts, and we use
those parts to replace the parts that wear oul and
they need to be replaced.

So Lhese are open-ended contracts. So

what we do is, as we start to run out of the money,

Veritext Legal Solutions
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1 as long as Lhe contracts are still within the term,
2z we Lhen come to the Beoard and request that they
3 appropriate additiconal monies so Lhal we can
/ purchase these parts so thal we can keep Lhe [leel,
2> | you know, maintained and on the road.
6 MR. RIVERA-SOTLER: As needed?
7 MR. ANTUN: As needed, yes.
8 MR. RIVERA-SOLER: Thank vou. And
9 No. A is just the landscaping, the amounts.
10 COMMISSIONER BASELICE: Letler A, we
11 mean letter A, 12A.
12 MR. ANTUN: 1227
13 COMMLSSIONER BASELICE: The [lowers.
14 MR. ANTUN: Yes. Hold on a second.
15 Let me just get there. Oh, Lhis is for the —— T
16 believe this is for the parks.
17 COMMISSICONER BASELICE: Right.
18 MR. ANTUN: Yeah. The parks, all the
19 time, and Lhe direclor can amplify my answer, they
20 do a lobt of landscaping. S0 there may ke things
2. that they have to, you know, replant flowers or
22 things that, to keep everything nice. I don't know
23 if Jonathan, is he here? 0Oh, Kecvin.
24 CHAIRMAN RCMANO: Kevin's here.
25 MR. ANTUN: EKevin, you want to

Veritext Legal Solutions
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address Lhat further if you can? It has Lo do wilh
the planting materials, flowers, and supplies, and
that's a two-year amount that was pursuant to a bid.

ME. WONG: Yeah, the contract is for,
not just plant materials, but for like fertilizers,
pesticides, any kind of garden center material Lhat
Lhe parks needs bo mainbain our parks.

MR. RIVERA-SOTER: OQOkay. T
appreciate the answer, Mr. Chair. Tt was just a
clarification, and it was given just that the money
is being allocated, is being held. Tt's not that
you're spending this money outright.

MR. ANTUN: That's correct.

MR. RIVERA-SOLER: That's what the
pecople want to know. Thank you. Apprecliate 1it, Mr.
Chair. Thank you all.

CHAIRMAN ROMANOD: You're welcome,
Manny. Nexl speaker.

THE CLERK: Arc Lhere any other
speakers on the agenda ilems only?

COMMTSSTONER KOPACZ: Motion to
close.

THE CLERK: May I have a motion to
approve all the items on the consent agenda?

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Kopacz and Lipski.

Veritext Legal Solutions
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1 THE CLERK: Commissioner
2 Aponte-Lipski.
3 COMMISSICNER APONTE-LIPSKI: Avye,
4 THE CTERK: Commissioner Baselice.
5 COMMISSTONER BASELICE: Yes.
6 THE CLERK: Commissioner Cedefio.
7 COMMISSIONER CEDENO: Yes.
g THE CLERK: Commissioner Cifelli.
8 COMMISSTIONER CITELLI: Yes.
10 THE CLERK: Commissioner Kopacz.
11 COMMISSTONLEER EKOPACZ: Yes.
12 THE CLERK: Commissioner QO'Dea.
13 COMMISSIONER Q'DEA: Come back to me
11 in a minute.
15 THE CLERK: Commissioner Rodriguez.
16 COMMTSSTONER RODRTGURZ : Yes.
17 THE CIERK: Commissioner Walker.
18 COMMISSIONER WALKER: Yes.
19 THE CLERK: Chairman Romano.
20 CHALIRMAN ROMANO: Yes,
21 THE CLEREK: Commissioner O'Dea.
22 COMMISSIONER QO'DEA: Aya.
a3 TIE CLERK: Aye. Ille said aye?
24 COMMTISSTONER Q'DEA: Yes.
25 THE CLERK: Thank you. We have one

Veritext |.egal Solutions
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ordinance for introduction. Tt's establishing
dedications within County Parks.
Commissioner Aponte-Lipski.
COMMLSS510ONER APONTE~-LIPSKI: Aye.
THE CLERK: Commissioner Basellice.
COMMISSIONER BASELTICE: Yes.
THE CLERK: Commiszioner Cedefio.
COMMTSSTONER CEDENO: Yes.
THE CLERK: Commissioner Cifelli.
COMMTSSTONER CILFELLL: Yes.
THE CLERK: Commissicner Kopacz.
COMMISSIONER KOPACY: Yes.
THE CLERK: Commissicner Q'Dea.
COMMLISS1IONER O'DEA: Yes.
THE CLERK: Commissioner Rodriguesz

COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

'—l
o AD

THE CLERK: Commissioconer Walker.

COMMISSICNER WALKER: Yes.

THE CLERK: Chairman Romano.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Yes.

THE CILERK: The ordinance has been
introduced. We have one ordinance for second
reading. Ordinance amending the Hudson County
Administrative Code pursuant to the applicable
provisions of the optional County Charler Law

Veritext Legal Solutions
800-227-8440

973-410-4040



Page 19

1l N.J.5.A. 40:41A-1.
2 This is the time fixed for hearing of this
4 ordinance, which was introduced al Lhe meeting of

d September 25th, 2025, advertiszed as reguired by law,

5 together with a notice of hearing for this time.

6 It's been posted on the County Commissioners

7 bulletin board and made available to the general

8 public.

8 Arc there any specakers on Lhis crdinance?
10 Seeing none, a motion to close.
i CHAIRMAN ROMANO: O'Dea and Kopacz.
12 THE CLERK: All in favor?
13 (The Board voles unanimously to close

14 | the Hearing.)
1.5 CHAIEMAN ROMANG: Question. Ge

16 ahead, Bill.

17 COMMISSTONER Q'DEA: This involves
18 the removing of Weights and Measures from the

19 Sheriff to the Taw Department.

20 MR. ANTUN: Correct.

21 COMMLESIONER O'DEA: So how much

22 revenue per year does that Division currently

23 gencerabe, approximalely?

24 MR. ANTUN: T don't know. Cheryl?
25; Off the top of my head, Commissiocner, I don't know

Veritext [.egal Solutions
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because that revenue gets deposited into a trust

fund.
COMMISSIONER O'DEA: Well, currenltly
it does. It might change once you move it over.
MR. ANTUN: WNo. No, it cannot. No.
DIRECTOR FULLER: No. Lt won't
change. Commissioners, I['ll have the total amount

for you befcre this meeting ends.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: So my second
questicn is, my understanding i1s, currenlly Lhe
trust fund that it's in is Lhen utilized by Lhe
Sheriff?

MR. ANTUN: Well, iL's ubtilized by
Weights and Measures.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: By Weights and
Measures, which is under Lhe Sheriff.

MER. ANTUN:

COMMTSSTONER BASETLTCE: S0 gcould it
only be used by weights and measures and not used
tfor any other costs that the Sheriff has?

MR. ANTUN: Lt's limited to Weilghts
and Measures because they, well, 1'm surc you know
what they do, so they purchase cguipment, supplies.

COMMISSIONER BASELICE: Statt?

MR. ANTUN: I don't know if you can

Veritext Legal Solutions
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use staff for it, not used for staff. No.

COMMISSIONER BASELICE: So Lhe amount
of revenue generated by it isn't sufficient encugh
that it would, self-sustaining, to use that as a
term?

MR. ANTUN: Yeah, [ don't think it's
self-sustaining, no.

MR. DEPIERRO: IL is guided by
statutory provislions as Lo whabt can and cannot be
done.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: Qkay. So but
none of thal revenue under any circumstance under
Lhe current or now what will be the new placement of
where it's located, none of that ever finds its way
into any other general revenue line, correct?

MR, ANTUN: Commissioner, if you
want, we can send you an opinion on that.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: That's fine.
Yeah, no rush.

COMMLISSIONER CLFELLLI: Can I ask
somcthing?

CHATIRMAN ROMANO: Go ahead, Al.

COMMISSIONER CIFELLI: So but this
has nothing to do, as T understand it, with vehicle

Weights and Measures, like for overweight trucking,

Veritext [.egal Solutions
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because Lhose penallles go somewhere clsc.

MRE. DEPIERRO: Yeah, no, Lhe Weighls
and Measures.

COMMISSTONER CIFELILT: Just the local
merchants?

MR. ANTUN: Right. Exactly,
Commissioner. Merchants. That's correct. It has
nothing Lo do wilh overweighl vehicles.

COMMTSSTONER Q'DEA: TIs anyone here
could answer any of my guestions? 0Oh, there vou go.

MR. ALONSO: Commissioner, how are
you? Frank Alonso, Superintendent of Weights and
Measures. The trust account in Weights and Measures
is only used for Weights and Measures equipment,
vehicles. The only thing it doesn't cover is
staffing. Fverything else comes out of the trust
account for Weights and Measures.

COMMISS1I0ONER C'DEA: So staffing is
paid by the County budget, and then all the other
costs are paid out of that?

ME. ALONSO: Correcl.

COMMISSIONER Q'DEA: Do you know
approximately how much revenue is generated by this?

MR. ALONSQ: Sc in registrations,

anywhere between 5$200,000 and $250,000, It all
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varies on the business that are open or closed in
the County. And fines alsc, Commissioner, so il all
depends on fines issued Lhroughout the County. Now
with the cannabis population growing, there's going
Lo be an average of 300 licenses issued in the
County, which are definitely going to generate
revenue for the County again or for the trust funds.

COMMISSIONER C'DEA: So Lhose
licenses are issued through Lhal office?

MR. ALON30: 5S¢ Lhey're issued
through the 5Stalte of New Jersey, inspected through
the Office of Welighls and Measures.

COMMISSIONER Q'DERD: 50 the &State
issues Lhem, which I'm familiar with, and then it's
your responsibility to inspect?

MR. ALONSO: Correct.

COMMTSSTONER Q'DEA: What do you
inspect the places for?

MR. ATLONSQO: We inspect them for the
scales, the ounces, the pounds that are sold in Lhe
businesses. And also, now with the cannablis --

COMMISSIONER Q'DEA: You don'L check
the product, Lhough, righL?

MR. ALONSO: No, we don't inspect the

produclk, Commissioner. We also inspect what they
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call the wet weight of the plant that comes in if
it's fresh cannabis.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: And Lhen whal's
your exact title?

MR. ALON3Q: Superintendent of
Welghts and Measures.

COMMTSSTONER O'DEA: Does that title
require a certification?

MR. ALCNSO: Yes. | am certified by
the State of New Jersey as required in Title 51.

COMMISSI0ONER Q'DEA: 5o you had to go
through what classecs or courses?

MR. ALCNEO: Correct. And we do
continuing education cvery ycar.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: Okay. Thank
you.

COMMISSIONER CIFELLI: And as parbk of
Lhalt, as part of the cannabis certification, did you

gradualte with high honors?

MR. ATLONSC: T did, Commissioner.

THE CLERK: Are there any additional
speakers or comments on this ordinance?

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: Hold on. So all
those speakers, we closed Lhe public hearing. We

Jjusl had a guestion prior Lo closing.
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DIRECTOR FULLER: Yes. The current
balance in the Weights and Measures Trust Fund is
about 5718, 500.

COMMISSICNER Q'DEA: Wow. That's a
lot of money. Tt usually carries over into the --

DIRECTOR FULLER: Yes.

COMMTSSIONER O'DEA: Okay.

DIRECTOR FULLER: The Trust Fund just

carries over.

o

CHATRMAN ROMANO: Go ahead, Al.

Question?
COMMISSICONER CITELLI: No, no, no.
I'm fine.
THE CLERK: On the final adoption,
Commissioner Aponte-Lipski.
COMMISSIONER AFONTE-LIPSKT: Aye.
THE CLERK: Commissioner Baselice.
COMMTISSTONER BASELICE: Yes.
THE CTLERK: Commissioner Cedefio.
COMMTSSIONER CEDENO: Yes.
T'HE CLERK: Commissioner Cifelli.
COMMISSIONER CLIFELLL: Yes.
THE CLERK: Commissioconer Kopacz.
COMMTISSTIONER KOPACZ: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner O'Dea.

Veritext Legal Solutions
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COMMTESTONIRR Q'DEA:  Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Rodriguez.

COMMLIESIONER RODRLIGUEZ: Yes.

THE CLERK: Commissioner Walker.

COMMISSTICONER WALKER: Yes.

THE CLERK: Chairman Romano.

CHATRMAN ROMANO: Yes.

THE CLERK: The ordinance has been
adopted. 'This concludes the items of business on
today's agenda. Are there any comments from the
Commissioners on the business of the Board?

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Yeah. I just want
Lo thank the Director DebFilippo and his staff and
Director D'Alessandro for recally making the Columbus
Park Itallian American Ceremony, Lhe annual one, just
very, very classy and well-received and a very warm
celebration ceremony. So Lhank vou all [or Lhe work
Lthat you did for that. Thank you. Any other
Commissioners? GCo ahead, Billy.

COMMTSS5TONER O'DEA: Ts Kevin Wong
here? T know Jonathan's being honered tonight.

CHATRMAN ROMANO: Kevin's here,

COMMLSSLONER O'DEA: Kevin, on the
Lincoln Park soccer [ield, whal do you cstimale?

What do vou eslimale Lhe Limeline now [or Lhem Lo be
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able to begin and complete the construction of the
field?

MR. WONG: L'm thinking we're goling
Lo start asvating it first, probably as soon as Lhe
summer season cnds, and Lhen over the winter, all
the weeds will die oulk, we'll start establishing new
lawn. And Lhen probably, T'm thinking, maybe late
spring.

COMMTSSTONER O'DEA: 5o you think
you'd be done, you'd be able to play on it?

MR. WONG: We think sc¢. Well, yeah,
when the grass is established.

COMMISS1IONER O'DEA: Okay. And
obviously, this field is going to be more of a --
it's a preofessional, but it's a full-size soccer
field as opposed to what was there before. IL
wasn't a field, it was jusbL used as one.

MR. WONG: Right. 1It's going to be
shifted over slightly, so Lhe grades will be much
better, more [lat or better. Tt's zlso bigger.
IL'1l ke bigger too.

COMMTSSETONER O'DEA: Are you taking
out one of the baseball?

MR. WONG: Yes, we are.

COMMLIS3TONER O'DEA: S0 will the
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soccer goals be permanenk or no?

MR. WONG: TI'm not sure about that.
They may be like inserts in the ground where it'll
stay in, but T could discuss that with John.

COMMLISS1ONER O'DEA: Because
obviously, on like 10 and 11, where they do it, it's
gated in and casy, it's right near Lhe large storage
area, so there's places to take it. Here, that
really isn't Lhe case, so T'd like to just
understand how Lhat relates as to the actual goals
themselves.

MR. WONG: Right. We'll talk it
over.

COMMTSSTONER O'DEA: All right.
Thank you. Okay. I'm sorry. One other thing.
Denise, can we do with -- maybe schedule it for
early next week? We could do it by Zoom, a special
Public Resources committee about the building thal's
going to be built in Mercer Park with Commissioner
Walker and 1, and obviously, I've commended the
County before in being able to have a local minerity
contractor as Lhe entily that's going to do the
project.

But as T've said, as the Administrator

would know, those local minority contractors have
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additional challenges sometimes with bonding than
other big contractors do. So I Lhink Lhal Lhe
individual will be able to address that, but by
addressing that, T think we want to have a
discussion as how to find a way to have a speedier
process, especially in the beginning of the project,
for payments bascd on a smaller contractor's
limitation Lo lay oul capital as opposed Lo a large
one, and knowing the County's sbrong commitment to
wanling Lo give minorily contraclors opporlbunilies.

I think our ability to create some
flexibility in that would shine well for us as a
greal example as someone who walks the walk and
creates real opportunities and doesn't create
opportunities on paper that no one's able to take
advantage of.

CHATREMAN ROMANO: T alsc neglected to

say Cultural Affairs for setting it up, so 1 thank

Director Hulings also and her staff for that. Okay.

Any other Commissioners before we continuc.
Continue, Madam Clerk.
THE CLERK: Are Lhere any commenlbls
from the Chief of Staff to the County Executive?
M5. DAVTS: Really brief comments. 1T

look forward to our discussion about the next
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resolution, Bill. T think that's actually a really
interesting topic. 1I'm going to ask everybody, as 1
did yesterday at the rally fer the hospital, I'm
going to implore everyone in this room and everyone
al home lislening in to please try to work in unity
Lo solve problems in the County.

T understand there are some issues, but
T'm also going to implore everyone to use their
listening ears as 1 say it, because my children get
teld to use your listening ears all the time, so
sorry, but I'm a mom. So please use your listening
cars tonight when we're discussing Lhese lssues, and
please pay atbtention closely Lo what is stated by

The Chairman and by Lhe Counly Engincer aboul issues

thal may be happening righl now. I Jusl ask Lhal
cveryone listen and hear and Lhen Lalk reasonably.
Thal's it. Thank vyou.

CHAIRMAN ROMANG: Thank you. T'm
going to try. Go ahead. Continue, Madam Clerk.

THE CTLERK: This is the time for
persons who submitted a timely written request to
address the Board on any matter of public interest.
Please remember to limit your comments to three
minutes. The [irsl speaker 135 Raymond Milchell.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: While Ray's coming
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1 up, I just wanbt Lo read statements to maybe
2 alleviate some of the things that are going to
3 happen with the other speakers. And this way
4 | they'll have an opportunity after they each speak to
Sl meet with people afterwards. There is an abundance
& of misinformalion and falsehoods being spread
7 regarding Lhe reconstrucbion of River Road in Wesl

8 New York, Guttenberg, and North Bergen.

9 First and foremost, it is ¢ritical for
10 residents to know that once work is completed, the
11 roadway will no way be different than it has been
12 before, a five-lane roadway. ITwo lanes northbound '
13 traffic, two lanes southbound traffic, and a middle
14 turn lane.
15 Another miscconception, bike lanes are not
16 a new thing. ‘'l'here have been bhike lanes on River
17 Road since 2011. Those unprotected lancs are beoing
18 replaced by a prolbecled Lwo-way bicyecle btrack on Che
19 northbound side of River Reoad Lo serve Lthe growing
20 number ol cyclisls in Lhe area. This will in no way
21 reduce the number of vehicular lanes or hinder
22 traffic. 1Installing these protected lanes is in
23 keeping with the County Executive's and the Beard's
24 | pledge te end needlezs fatalities on our roads.
25 We want to be clear. The delays on this
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projecl are unacceptable and inexcusable. Simply
put, Lo say we are dissatisfied with the performance
of the contractor on this job is an understatement.
The County Executive and the Members of this Board
have expressed their complelbte displeasurse and
frustralion. We will continue to hold this
contractor accountable to ensure that this job is |
compleled safely and as expeditiously as possible.
Unfortunately, New Jersey procurement law required
that the County hire the lowest responsible bidder
to perform the resurfacing work.

We were required to hire the contractor to
do this job because their price was the lowest.
Clearly, in this instance, the contractor has not
been up to the task. 'leday, we are calling on our
partners in the State legislature to reform our
procurement laws so thal when we hire somecone Lo do
a joh, we gelb what we pay [or, we gel 1L righl in a
safe and timely manner. Thal's [rom our Deparbment
ol Engineering.

So continue, Madam Clerk. Ray, you're up.

MR, MITCHELL: T thought 1t was the
glogk .
CHALRMAN ROMANO: You're up. Three

minutes.
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MR. MITCHELT: Okay. As we all know,
my name is Raymond Mitchell. I'm back here once
again trying to find out what this mystery is all
about with my father, why he has strangle marks on
his [ace. And Lhe lasl Lime I was here, as Romano

slLated, my dad had COVID and T was with the

Prosecutor's office so T did a OPRA reqguest here. T
received nothing.

Also, kack in April 12, 2013, 1 had an
issue with Bryan Stack, if anybody ever wants to
lock it up. Also, Esther Suarez, the Homicide Unit,
Esther Suarez has achieved a hundred-percent sclve
rate, surpassing the national average of 58 percent.
My Eather must be in this hundred-percent becausc
she was Lthe last Proscculbor, chiel of officers. 50
she's reliable, I guess, Lo where's the autepsy of
my lfalher's COVID.

Also, Matlhew Plankin, so all of us know
Lhal Mello, Wayne Mello, has bLried high profile
murder cases. So T would like to rechallenge that
my father did not have COVID, that yezh, T have
pictures here of him strangled, okay? Also, they
said about the death certificate here, the nursing
home said thatbt my dad died naturally of natural

causes [rom a hearl condilion. So now we have a
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1 nalbtural condition from the North Bergen Harborage,
? owned by Hackensack Meridian Hospital. Also, we
3 have the strangle marks. 1 also have an audio here

4 | of the nurse that 1 played last meeting. And also
5 now COVID that my dad supposedly passed away of.
6

I do have Brian Stack stated that he was

7 going Lo, you know, investigate, he never did. So
8 I'm still waiting on Brian Stack and also the State.
3 And also it says Brian Stack sends out these when
10 Mikie Sherrill, about just like soccer or baseball,
11 the govermment is a team sport. So 1'd like to know
12 who's on Brian Stack's team here. And also Governor
13 Murphy, he's covering up, as we could see Matthew
14 | Plankin. They allowed those nursing homes to be
15 sold back in 2022. 1 still have not received any
16 infermation from them as well.
17 And I don't know how many times 1 have to
18 keep coming oul here te find oul whal's going on.
19 LaslL Lime Adam was supposed Lo, L[irsl couple, you
20 know, weeks that I was here, Adam, you were supposed
21 to investigate and give me information, but T didn't
272 receive any of that.
23 THE CLERK: Mr. Mitchell, your time
24 is up.
25 MER. MITCHELL: Okavy.
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THE CLERK: The next speaker is Frank
Alonso.

MR. MITCHELL: 8o is there anything I
could do, guys, since you're all officials of the
courts and stuff and help me oul here so I can gel
my informabtion in?

THE CLERK: The next speaker.

CHATRMAN ROMANO: Mr. Mitchell, just

so you know, on behalf of the Board, we all feel

compassion for your loss. But we have nothing to do
with this determining factors of anyone's passing,
okay?

MR. MITCHELL: Well, can 1 at lcast
get, you know, the investigation, somebody Lo
investigate, to start it up?

CHALRMAN BROMANO: You alrcady had
that with the Prosccutor.

MR. MITCHELL: I have pichures.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Okay. Next.

MR. MITCHETLT: T didn't have it with
the prosecutoer. They denied me.

THE CLERK: The next speaker is David
Shanky.

CHALRMAN ROMANC: Whal? You said

Frank Alonso.
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1. T'HE CLERK: Frank Alonso. He just
2 said he didn't want Lo speak.
3 MR. SHANKY: Oh. Hi, Commissioners.
4 Thank you for your time today. My name is David.
5 T'm here to register my support and gratitude for
6 the safety improvements being made on River Road.
o I've been a resident of Hudson County for about five
2] years now. My spousc and I are raising a daughler
9 here. We hope Lo remain here [or many more years.
10 There are many reasons bthabt I ride a bike.
11 For transporlalion, since we sold our car a year ago
1.2 for financial reasons. TFor my own health, since my
1.3 doclor slressed Lhe importance of cardio exercise
14 after a health crisis. And for fun, because it's
LB fun. I often ride with my four-year-old daughter in
16 tow in our bike trailer, taking her to doctor's
17 appointments, the library, to visit friends.
18 Of course, 1I'm very careful about the
19 roads I choose to ride on with her. 1In fact, I'm
20 severely limited in the places we can go together.
21 I've spent over a lLhousand hours on my bike since
22 moving to Hudson County. And I always, always Lell
23 people Lhal Lhe most dangerous place T ride on my
24  own is River Road, where speeding cars pass cyclists
25 at frighteningly close distances.
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Fven so, T ride on River Road because it's
a crucial connection between Hudson County and the
George Washington Bridge. The brldge is the only

way pecople on bikes can ride into New York City. I

want Lo applaud you all and thank you for the work
you've done on this month in implementing a new bike
lane on the County recad. The work you're doing will
save lives by making River Reoad safer for

pedestrians, bicyclists, and even drivers by calming

traffic.
'he improvements you made are creating
conditions that discourage reckless behavior. IL's

a very strong start, and I hope you'll add more
protected bike lanes on County roads like Lhe 14Lh
Streel Viaducl Lhal connecls Jersey Cily, Hoboken,
and Union City. Again, I wanl Lo express how
gratelful I am for your elforts Lo make [udson Counly
safer by building a protected bike lane on River
Road. Thanks.

CHATRMAN ROMANO: Thank you, sir.
Next speaker.

THE CLERK: Next speaker 1is Jack
Mckeao.

MR. MCKEE: Good allernoon, everyone.

My name 1is Jack McKEKee. I appreciate you hearing me.
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I also am here to express my support for the River
Road protected bike lane. I'm from New Jersey, and
I was out of the country for scveral years. When I
came back in 2023, the improvemenls Lhal Hudscon
County had made in Lransilt and bike lanes, including
a4 bike share, was one of the reasons T chose to come
back here. T was able to sell my car. T save well
more than $10,000 a year, and my gquality of life is
better.

1l want to stay here. | like it here.
lt's my home state, and | think that Hudson County
could be a world-class place. Righl now i1L's a
great place. Lt could become world-class, and I
think bike lanes are a big part of thalL. Vecry oflen
we hear Lhis relfrain Lhat, Ch, Lhal's greal in
Amsterdam, or Lhal's greal in Copenhagen, or I was
in Taipel for a couple years. Thal's greal in
Taipei, bub here is different. But the reality is,
it's bkhe choices that we make as a community, as
legislators, that transform our area from what it
was to what it will be.

I applaud you for doing this, and 1 hope
Lo see this ﬁontinuc in other regions. The reality
is Lthat I can'l ride all roads wilh my parlner.

IL's nol going Lo happen. IL's nob comforlable for

800-227-8440
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me, certainly nolbt comfortable for her. And some of
the roads thal I ride on alone, T fteel foolish and
scared., I still do it because maybe 1I'm foolish,
but it's crugcial, and T think that something that's
overlooked a lot is the economic benefit.

1 mean, the places Lhat have good bike
infrastructure are places thal people want to visit.
And for so long, we've been seeing, Oh, the &th
Borough and Hudson County as a whole, it's like the
cousin of New York. But I have high hopes for this
place, and I think that bike infrastructure is a big
way that we can really encourage in-County mini
tourism, so to speak. And all the data shows, it's
not like that's not conjecture, that's not my
opinion. There is a wealth of data out there that
says business revenue goes up, tax revenuc goocsa up.
And just a general sense of that you feel connected
to the place.

You don't feel that Guttenberg or Weslkl New
York is some faraway place Lhat you would only get
if you had an engine carrying you. Tt becomes a
place Lhat is connecled Lo your life, and that's
whalt I've seen here in Jersey City and Hoboken with
the bike lanes, as intermittent as they are, I

understand that's how it gets done. So if jusL in
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the moments where it seems like, what's the point?
The point is you do what you can, where

you can, and you build on iL. Becausec once you

build one lillle bit, people see Lhe vision Lhatl

S0

many of us have, and T believe all of you have.
T applaud you. Keep at it. Thank you.
CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Thank you, sir.

''"HE CLERK: Next speaker i1s Anne

Atkinson.

M3. ATKINSON: Hi, I'm Annc Atkinson.
Thanks so much [or doing this. Yecah, I'm also here
in supporl of Lhe River Road bike lane. I live in

Jersey Cily, and I ride my bike [or so many reasons,
Lransportalion as a [orm of exercise. And honeslly,

's my hest anbidepressant. I have anxiely and

18
depression, double winner. And 1L really helps when
people want to know how I'm doing. They tend Lo ask
me if T've been riding my bike.

S0, yeah, this past summer, T was riding

up along the waterfront, along Hobkboken and then up

River Rcad once or twice a week, every single week.
And 1 rode it sc often and often while 1'm riding,

I'm Lhinking, Ch, this could be better. This could
he different. Or this is beauliful and perlecl.

And definitely River Road has many, many gaps where
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1 1t does not feel safe to ride.
2 I know Lhalt Lhis is juslL Lhis one little
3 piece and Lhere already was a2 shoulder there. BRut,
4 oh, my gosh, a protected bike lane is going to be
5 magic. I'm so excited about it. L've had the
6 | thought while riding, like, Oh, Che cars are going
! 40 miles an hour and here's me. So sometimes I will
3] go over onto Lhe sidewalk, and Lhen I feel like a
9 total jerk riding on the sidewalk because you're not
10 supposed Lo do iL. Il's illegal or whatever.
L3 And also there's tons of pedestrians who
12 Lake Lhe bus, right? And so they're walking there.
13 Every Lime I =see a pedestrian, T get off. T walk
14 around them. T'm kind about it. And so then I'm
15 like, T need to get back on the read. So 1 go on
16 the road and then maybe it's fine. But then
17 sometimes it's not fine. And a car will come so
18 close and you just feel the wind of the car.
19 And in those moments, which has happened
20 multiple times, | think I am harming my [amily right
21 now. Like, I am doing a bad Lhing f[or my family,
22 and I feel ashamed that I'm taking my life at risk.
23 Il somelbhing were to happen to me, like, without my
21 salary, they would lose their home. I'm a hundred
25 percent sure that's what would happen. 1 don't
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know. It makes me sad te think about. Alsc, they
lose me.

But yeah, and so it's jusbt bthe options are
not greabt, and there are 5o many cyclists. Fven if
I made the decision to never ride that road zgain,
there's hundreds of other cyclists, and we all know
this. One time 1 lost my wallet on the road. And
this really nice guy called me and drove the wallet
back. And I was like, Hey, 1L was my [irst Lime
riding this road. 2And I was like, Oh, I'm riding up
this road. I don'l know.

And he said, Oh, 21l the cyclists ride up
this reoad. BSo anyway, ib's a very popular place for
cyclists., I believe thalt most drivers, even it they
don't care about bike lanes, T really believe that
drivers don't want to kill someone while they're
driving, right? Tike a person driving does not want
to kill a cyelist. That would be a horrible moment
in their life as well. So safety of cyclists is
better for everyone. All right. Anyway, thank you
so much. 1'm really excited about it. Thank you.

THE CLERK: 'lhank you. Nexl speaker
is Michael Elling.
ME. ELLING: Hel Lo. T'm Michael

Elling. My wife and T lived in West New York at

800-227-8440
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6lst and Boulevard Tast for about 10 years after
moving [rom Manhattan's cycling paradise to the
micro-mobility wasteland of North Hudson County,
whare families depend on cars and unreliable
north—-south running buses Lhal creale Lhelr own

congestion through poor spacing and parking control.

With virtually no east-west mass transit,
car use and traffic is inevitable. T cycle and walk
daily, The few cyclists I see are mostly delivery
workers, some recreational riders, and very few
commuters. WNorth-south and east-west bike lanes in
North Hudscon and Scuth Bergen counties would bring
more cyclists and fewer cars.

When West New York's conly cast-west
connector road through the Palisades, AnlLhony M.
Nefino, was resurfaced, no bike lancs were added,
forcing e-bikes and scooters onto sidewalks.
turthermore, North Bergen Park is also missing
lanes, despite Lhe planned Boulevard Easlbt project,
and Pershing Road in Weehawken remains unsafe for
cyclists.,

Tens of thousands have moved to River Road
and western neighborhoods in the past two decades,
vet little planning has addressed micro-mobilily to

reduce traffic and connect communitics across
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physical and virtual divides 1n both counties. The

river can be less than 100 yards away, but might as

well e miles from many residenbts living up wesl ol

the Palisades. 2And Lhe opposile holds for Lhose who
live easl on the waterfront.

The two counties could consider funiculars
and elevators to help older adults, those with
dizabilities, families and groups, cyclists and
pedestrians, move safely cast-west without cars,
creating dynamic, integrated communitics that bridge
geographic, education and culture divides while
reducing north-south Lraflic. A prolecled bike lane
on River Road with clecar markings norlh to Forl Lee
and south to the Lunnel is essenitial Lo provide a

afe roule where none exisls Loday.

[ix]

IL would connecl shoppers, diners and
commulers Lo shops, restaurants, ferries, light rail
and Lhe cycling experience of MHenry Hudson Drive.

If you've never ridden there, T'l]l be glad to show
you, and T'll include a bicycle. Regarding the
River Road project, better planning control was
needed for the sizx-turn signals and clear
communications using traffic coordinators and
electronic signage. Drivers remain confused by the

current selblup, especially near bthe hospital and
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shopping plaza. This is Lhe real cause ol Lhe
congeslblion, not Lhe PBL.

Tn conclusion, Neorth Hudson and South
Bergen need one comprehensive micro-mebility plan
improving both north-south and east-west movement
for residents, visitors and Lourisls, more bike
lanes and safety infrastructure and finally new
ways, elevators and funiculars bto bridge physical
and social divides. Thank you very much.

THE CLERK: Thank you. Next speaker
is Michaela Renee.

MS. RENEE: Hello. My name is
Michaela Renee. T live directly on River Road,
right by the hospital. So T have a front row seat
to this, which is why I'm here to represent the many
neighbors that T have that have signed a petition
because this was such an ill-conceived plan.

1l am not against bike lanes at all. 1 am
against good bike lanes, functicnal, scalable bike
lanes. And the [act of the matiter is Lhe way Lhat
Lhis bike lane was construclted wibth cemenl barriers
Lthal are so low Lhal one, you are going Lo have ADA
compliance issues with the bus steops. And two,
we're prone to flooding in that area. Flooding and

snow. Unable to see these barriers when, God
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1 forbid, we need to flee for our lives.

7 I know that's a little bit of a hyperbole

3 here, but it's secmething that living in this ares, T

4 consider, and having to watch this day in and day

5 oul. I don't understand why Lhose concerns weren't

6  addressed before this Board approved Lhis projectlL.

) Again, T am in full support of sustainable

3] transportation, but there has been a lack of

9 transparency from this Beoard. There has been a lack
10 of consulting people that live in the area. T am

11  happy that my County neighbors in Hoboken and Jersey
12 City are here today to specak about the bus —-- ahout

13 the bike lanes. L1'm happy that we all are so

14 committed to this. But when you live right on that
15 road and in Lhalt arca and you had no, like, no one
16 asked you, the businesses, the residents, we live
17 with Lhe problems of a half mile bike lane to

18 nowhere.

19 S I juskl wanlb Lhis Board Lo consider,

20 one, T understand this is going forward, and we're
21 all running teo, you know, paint those lines thalt for
22 some reason I can't fathom in my head that there's
23 actually rcom for five lanes there. If vyou've

24 acltually driven through the area or looked at itft,

%]
n

it's not really exactly, you're narrowing the lanes,
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which is another danger. But I ask this Board to
look inlto the compliance, especially for the
passengers on New Jersey Transit, getting on and off
that kbus, they're not golng to have to cross that
lane.

Any ADA compliance Lhal is going Lo be
violaled [rom Lhe currenl design and whal the effech
of our community is going to be once this is
tfinished. T know we can't stop it. T know you got
to push forward, but this is going to be an issue
that is not going away because, like the gentleman
before 1t, I live here, | work here, and 1l'm not
leaving. Thank you.

CHALRMAN ROMANO: Thank you. dJust
one correction. We only go on the recommendations
of engineering and after the meeting, if you'd like
to talk to the engineers to get some of those
gquesticns answered, you're welcome Lo. This Board
does not decide the Lechnical aspecls.

THE CLERK: Nexl speaker is Ebwanza
Lumumba .

CHATEMAN ROMANO: Call the name
again, please.

THE CLERK: Ebwanza Lumumba.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Okay. Next.

Veritext Legal Solutions
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THE CLERK: Next speaker is Greg

Bongin.
MR. BONGIN: Hello. Thank you [or
this opportunily. So since 2013, I've logged in --
CHATRMAN ROMANO: Give me a little
louder.

MR. BONGIN: Since 2013, I've logged
in about 8,000 miles of cycling per year. Ninety
percent of that goes from Hoboken up past Lhe GW
Bridge. And so 1'm really happy about the bike
lanes that were there before and are currently beling
put in. However, I do wanl some construclive
feedback.

The protected bike lane is only [or a very
short period, and supposedly it's going to be
bi-direclLional. I hope Lhey're not expecling
soulhbound cyelisls Lo cross over and have to take
that lane instead of proceeding along the west side
of the River Road, because T feel that's a dangerous
thing to do.

Second thing is that | don't feel like
cyclists were sort of consulted on where this bike
lane, protected bike lane should have been pul.
These protected blke lanes should be put ab the most

risky areas. Thal actually part of River Road,
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since I've ridden there T can't mention how many

times, is actually one of the more visible areas for

cars. There's actually areas very c¢lose to that on
the southbound side which would have been a better
placement for. S0 I don'L think Lhe placement was
looked al from a "where's Lhe moslt risk for

cyclists. We're actually riding up thal Lo

actually put a protected bike lane.
So I would just ask in the future that

somehow there's better communication between people

who actually cycle there and get some feedback on

where these should be placed. Secondly, a protected

bike lane seemed to be, you know, in theory very
good and L do support them. However, 1t does
reinforce the attitudes of cars that travel along
there that cyclists belong in the gutter, ckay?

S0 when you're on the protected bike lane
it's [ine. As soon as you gel offl thal, Lt's like
whal are you doling in my way? And so I would ask
that in the areas where you don'l have prolecled
bike lane, the two things happen. That you put the
textured milling along the bike lane that's not
protected so that when cars drift over inte that,

1

T
Q
[

i}

there's an alert system. The second thing

'_l
o
=
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o
+

posl repeated signs that enforce the State
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says that cars cannct pass the cyclist unless
they're at least four feet to the left of them.

So that's one Lhing that I would ask
because I Lhink bthe knowledge of that law is losb on

most people who drive cars on there and people don't

understand. When they pass me, they're passing very
close and right up the line. | ask them why they're
passing so closc and they have no idea that that's
the law. So Lhank you.

CHAIRMAN ROMANC: Thank you.

COMMISSIONER CIFELLI: Queslblion Lo
Lhe speaker.

CHAIEMAN ROMANOC: All right, Al.

COMMISSIONER CIFELLI: Speaker, the
statute you just referred to about the four feet
clearance belween cyclists and motor vehicles, do
you know what the citation is? Because T'm curious
about this whole thing because T'm over here in the
western part of the County, and the higgest problem
that I have in my area is not so much cyclists on
the road as cyclists on the sidewalks with motor
scooters, clectric scooters on the sidewalk.

But I've Lried Lo research Lhis, bul Lhe

statute referred to about the four foot right of way

or clearance. TIf you have it now, if not, T'll give
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you my e-mail address and you can cite me to it

because I'm curious about that. Ll never saw that

before.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Okay, sir. I[ you
can give Lhat to the Clerk, you can give it to Al.
Thank you. All right, sir? If you can get that, 1f
you have it.

MR. BONGIN: I don't have a law off
the teop ¢of my head.

CHALRMAN ROMANO: Okay. Next
speaker.

COMMISSIONER CIFELLI: When you had a
chance.

THE CLERK: My nexl speaker is Ernst
Boyd. Go ahead. Ernsb Boyd.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Proud Lo say my
neighbor, same [loor, righl across.

MR. BOYD: Hello, Mr. Romano. Hey, my

name is Ernst Boyd, Marine View Plaza. T live in
lHoboken. T've been there for 25 years, and I cycle
up te 9W as much as | possibly can. Lt's a

beautiful reoad. We have a cycling paradise just a
few miles from Hoboken, from La Jersey Cilty. IL's a
cycling paradise. I've cycled in CGirona, Spain.

I've cycled in Barcelona. I've cycled in Portugal.
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1 I've cycled all over,
@ We have pristine roads just close To usg.
3 They should be protected. This is not cars versus
4 bikes. This is cars and cyclisls. I'm fortunate.
8 I gel Lo cycle because it's recreation for me. Many
6 have to cycle for their daily bread. We should be
7 protecting those folks too. 8o I'm up here to

8 protect not just myself, but for all of us. All of

9 those who day by day nced to be on their bikes.

1{)1 30 1 think what you've done is beaubiful.
11 1'm hoping that Bergen Counbty can also gel Lhe memo
12 and kKeceop extending iL Lo Lhe bridge. This will make
13 both our counties a beauliful place Lo live, a
14 beautiful place Lo cycle, and jusl a beautbiful
15 place, I Lhink, for our enlbire communities. Thank
16 you very much.
17 CHAIRMAN ROMANO: [Ernie, thank you.
18 THE CLERK: Next speaker is Sean
19 Harmorn.
20 MR. HARMON: Thank you and good
21 evening County officials, fellow residents. The
27 debate against the new bike lanesz can be summarized
23 in three points. Flow of traffic, salfely of all
24 road users, and Lhe besbkt use of our Lkax dollars.
25 As a mulli-decade Counlbty resident who owns
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and regularly uses both car and bike, T support my

tax deollars being used to expand squitable and safe

roadways for all. Bike lancs may scem like an
improvement that benelfils just [ew. In reality,

Lhey create safer, hesalthier, and more effliclentl
communities for all of us.

But surprisingly, T've heard a lot more
about people's concern on their travel time than
safety. 8o let's start with safety. ''hese lanes
encourage more people to ride. When cycling feels
safe, families, commuters, students, they all feel
far more likely Lo choose a bike over a car. Lt
reduces congestion, like has becn mentioned. It
cases parking demand, culs down on emissions. And
all Lhis helps all of us brealhe cleaner air and
live longer, healthier lives.

Second, prolecled bike lanes are good [or
local businesses because it provides our County
additional tax income. As someone had menlioned,
studies consistently show that cyclists are more
likely to stop at neighbeorhood businesses, shops,
restaurants, than drivers who are just speeding
Lhrough. Safor streets are more vibrant, walkable,
economically resilienl sbLreecls.

It's also aboul equily and choice. Nol

h3
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1 everyone has a car. Not everyone wants to drive all
2 the time. Bike lanes did exist, as was mentioned,
3 on River Road before removal [or car lane cxpansion.
4 This reflected gentrification of Lhe coaslline,
5 where most developments now have private roads and
6 new traffic lights, even with more lights added just
7 this year. The mile and a half stretch from Henley
3 Place to Lydia Drive alone has more than 10 traffic
9 lights servicing only newer waterfront community
10 residents, all of which are interconnccted.
i3 A real solution to make River Road safer
12 and more efficient for all road users, while
13 lowering our tax spend on bencfits for an extremely
14 | small proporticn of residents, would be Lo focus on
15 decommlissioning some ol Lhese lights, which benefil
16 only the aflluenl drivers who live in Lhal area, who
1.7 prefer nol Lo have Lo drive anolher 30 seconds bo
18 Lhe next River Road access poilnt.
15 Others, like Edgewater's Admiral Walk |
20 development, also proved their indifference over
21 decades of refusing legal orders to connect the
22 Hudson River shared path, going back on their word
24 and depriving locals a safe space away from cars.
24 This is disrespecl and arrogance, along wilh justL

[
L

local corruplion, as personilfied by Lhe now
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convicted developer Frank Diabese, which has led to
the safe passage law that was just mentioned.
That's 39-4:36, 1in effect since 2022. Drivers must
pass on the left lane like they would any other
driver, or leave no less Lhan four feet of space Lo
pass a cyelist while going 25 or less.

How often have people in this room
violated this law, whether River Road or elsewhere
in New Jersey? Can bike lane opponents suggest
where cyclists should go instead for north-south
passage that's safe, without viclating a sidewalk
trespass or other law? Not in my backyard,
suggestions like c¢limbing a 200-foot cliff up to
Boulevard East is just, it's unrecalistic and it
cxposcs Lthe conceil of Lhose bike lane opponenls.

And one final misnomer I'd like Lo dispel,
cmergency vehicles will legally use Lhese bike lanes
when Lhey are stuck in a bLypical traffic jam of the
other [ive lanes, and 1lt's an easy example of how we

all benefit from these bike lanes. Tt helps all

citizens, their safety, they're sustainable, they

strengthen the fabric of our community. You invest

in them, we invest in the future of oursclves.
CHAIRMAN ROMANQ: Thank you.

THE CLERK: Thank you. Josh
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Weissman. Josh Weissman.

John Hedge. Next specaker. David Grijns,
G=R=[=~J=N=5 .

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Ille's here. Ile's
coming up.

MR, GRIJUNS: My name is David Grijns.
T live in the West New York part of Port Imperial,
directly on River Reocad. My wife and I have been
there for the last 12 years. Lel me address an
issue that's been so far, that so far has gone
unmentioned, which is Lhe contexbt of Lhe bike lane
in this parlicular area.

In Lhe 12 years Lhal we've lived Lhere,
we've seen Lhis area develop and grow atbt an
asbonishing rate. The number of projects currently
under consbruclion, whetbther they're rental
buildings, condominiums, hotels, big box stores, is
through the roof. Building permits are being handed
out at a staggering rate between West New York,
Edgewater, North PBergen, and Weehawken.

There's an interior road that we live on
called Port Imperial Beulevard. 'There arc plans to
add 1500 aparltments just Lor Lhal piece ol Lhe road.
50 for those of you who are familiar with that area,

you have the Acme grocery store, and then you have
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1 the Weehawken ferry terminal. There are plans to

2 add 1500 apartments, just for that stretch, which is
3 legs than & half mile.

4 S0 when we're talking about a bike lane on
5 a road Lhal wasz never buill Lo supporl Lhis many

6 people, this many structures, this many aparlments,
7 this much thoroughfare, trying to do all of the

8 above, meaning provide for all thess property

9 developers, allow all this construction to proceed
10 to pace, to then add a double-wide bike lane, we're
11 effectively doing the impossible. We're essentially
12 asking a four-lane road to support a multitude of
13 different services, right?
14 From buses to trucks to regular passenger
15 vechicles. Bub we're effectively trying to shunt
16 potentially thousands of new residents, tens of

17 Lthousands ol new residents into a road which cannot
18 be expanded. You've gol Lhe clifls on once side, you
19 have Lhe river on Lhe olher. The road cannol

20 possibly be widened.

27 There i3 also —-- and it's not that, and we
22 have a petition that's been signed by over a

23 thousand people. 1t's not that those thousand

24 pecople are againat the bike lane. 1t's just that we

25 believe there was an alternative propocsal or
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1 alternative plan which woculd have scrved the

2 interests of blke riders as well as passcnger

3 vehicles in a much better situalbion. 2And Lhat would .
1 have been to expand the existing promenade, Lo

D lengthen the existing promenade past the hospital,

which is Hackensack Meridian, 7600 River Road, so

e N

that that promecnade would continue from Weehawken

8 all the way up Lhrough Edgewater. Obviously that's

9; a more expensive proposal, bubt it would eliminale
10 ‘ Lhe need Lo Lhen share Lhe road, which is alrecady
11  too narrow.
1.2 I'Ll give you an example. Even jusbk a
13 single car accident on River Road, even wllhout Lhe
14 bike lane, causes traffic on River Road Lo back up
15 for miles. All it takes is one single accident, but
16; that's what happened. What's happening right now
17  with the bike lane, i1s that we have pecple driving
18 1 very, very aggressively. We have ambulances not

19 able to get to the hospital. We have school buses

20 not able to get te schools.

21 CHAIRMAN ROMANCQ: Wrap it up, plcasc.
22 You have Lhe nexlt specaker.

23 ME. GRIJNS: So iL's nol Lhal we're
24 against it. We just think there's an alternative
25 proposed that makes a lot more sense. Thank you.
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1 THE CLERK: Mr. Chairman, the next

)

speaker 1s Stephen Chang. Stephen Chang. Next

3 speaker, Tony Borelli.

4 MR. BORETLT.I: Hi. Teony Borelli, a

5 Lrustee of Hudson County Complete Streels and also

6 vice president of Bike JC here in Jersey City

7 | regarding the River Road projecL. TFirst and

8 foremost, thanks Lo all of you and to the County

) Administration under County Executive Craig Guy for
10 moving ahead wilh it. All the groups with which 1
11 am affiliated strongly support it.
12 This kind of redesign work in general,
13 including physical separation of bikes from moving
14 cars and also genuinely hardened separation is
1h prebly much the first thing Bike JC asks of every
16 level of government. We naturally hope to sece many
37 more projects like this on all roads, well, on roads
18 all across this great Ceounty. And yes, maybe even
18 more on River Road itself in time to add
20 connectivity.
21 We thank all the many individuz! people
L who have e-mailed Lhe County government and
23 olherwise expressed support for the project. [ also
24 want to thank everyone in the area for their

25 patience during the work itself. All road
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construction causes some temporary disruption, and
we know this one has, as your Chairman Jjust
referenced. I would encourage anvyone with specific
Lechnical concerns aboulb the project itselfl,
frankly, to keep raising them. Sometimes the
answers are tTweaks that are made after the planned
build is finished and engineers see how it works in
practice. Sometimes the answer 1s the next project.

BulL the end resull ol projecls like Lhis
cne all over Lhis region and indeed all over the
world has been saler Lransporlballion [or all road
users along wilh less pollulbion, beller public
heallh, Lhe slowing of climale change and ullimalely
less need Lo spend Laxpayer dollars in the ways that
cabering exclusively to cars inevitably demands.

As a Jersey City resident without a car, T
too am very familiar with River. Tt's a road we
have long hoped to see made safer. Many of us in
this town remember that 11 years ago, a Jersey City
resident named Tony Tyson was killed by a driver on
River Road while riding his bicycle. So it is in
lTony's memory that 1 will, in conclusion, reiterate
our Lhanks and our [ull supporl.

CHATRMAN ROMANO: Thank you, sir.

THE CLERK: Next speaker is Raul

Veritext [.egal Solutions

800-227-8440 973-410-4040




Page 6]
1 Regas. Raul Regas. Nexl speaker is Dean Bellew.
2 NexbL speaker. Bryce Cristiano.
3 MR. CRISTIANO: Hey, Commissioners.
4 How's it going? My name is Bryce Cristiano. I live
D in Port Ilmperial. Who am [? Why are we here? Why
& docs my car ilnsurance cosl more than my car? Is a
7 | hot dog a sandwich? Or 1s 1L a warning? And mostl
8 importantly, why does it take me one hour to drive
9 three miles on River Road? These are some of the
10 gquestions that T've been pondering while T've been
11 sitting in bumper-to-bumper traffic over the last
12 couple of weeks.
i T feel, firstly, that this is an
14 incredibly expensive project. It's been draining
15 money without actually fixing our concerns.
16 Everybody here is for safe bike lanes. Somebody
17 suggested putting them on a promenade, expanding
18 that in a way that actually connect the city more.
18 1l also agree.
20 Scecondly, as expressed by olLhoers, Lhere
21 are more and more condos going up every month. I
22 also live in the Port Imperial area where those 1500
23 units are being added. 8o we're adding all these
24 houses, we're adding these condo units, but the road
25 isn't being expanded. In fact, it seems like 1it's
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being reduced. It seems like we're removing away.

Third, this design forces bus riders to
step directly into a bike lane with no barrier, no
protection Lhal I've heard of myself. Jusbt Lhis week
in New York, a woman was tragically struck and
killed in this exact situation.

Fourth, in practice, this won't just be a
neighborheood bike lane. There's a lot of people
from Jersey City here, but for us living in a
neighborhood, it's not just going to be a
neighborhood bike lane s0 we can go Lo busincsses.
IL's golng Lo become also a speedway [or e-bike
delivery drivers, ecspeclally as demand grows as woe
gelbl new residentls in the area.

Fifth, just this week alone, businesses in
Lhe area Lhal were once [lourishing are now
struggling because of the trattic, which is,
granted, a temporary issue that we're facing.

And lastly, right now, the traffic doesn't
just stay on River Road. It's been spilling over
into the Upper Palisades as drivers look for
different shortcuts to get home. 'This creates
gridlock in cther communilties, creates unsale
conditions.

S50 for me, I just want to be clear about

800-227-8440
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1 what we're asking for. We're not asking for
2 perfection. We're just asking for some common
3 gsense. We're not asking for miracles. We're asking
4 for safety, such as expanding the promenade Lo go up
5 to Ddgewater. We're not asking for luxuries. We're
6 just asking for roads that work. What we have here
bl is not progress, bulL it [eels like regressicon. And
8 if we let it stand, the cost won't just be measured
9 in dellars. It'll be measured in lives,
10 livelihoods, and perhaps the soul of the community.
14, River Road deserves better. Hudson County
12 deserves better, and we deserve better too. Thank
13 you.
14 THE CLERK: 'lThank you, sir. Next
15 speaker is Jimmy Lee. Jimmy Lee. Jlmmy Lee.
16 Next speaker is Karen VanOppen.
17 COMMISSIONER OQ'DEA: Could I make a
18 request?
19 CHALRMAN ROMANO: Sure,
20 COMMISSIONER Q'DEA: Jimmy T.ee's not
21l here, and I sce Emanuelle Morgan's here. If you
22 wouldn't objeclk, 1f we could allow her. You know,
23 Jimmy, they work together. We could go after her.

24 Is that okay?

25 THE CLERK: I have anolher spsaker
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that signed up, Lhough.

COMMISSTONER O'DEA: Because Lhey're

from the same group and erganization.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Go ahead.

M5. VANOPPEN: lt's me, right? All

right. My name is Karen. I came here Loday to talk

aboul vaccinations. A couple of years back, I camc

Lo say that it wasn't right how you only had Lhe

COVID vaccine at a spot where you could do, where

you had to take your car in, and then it got fixzed

with walk—-in clinics, et cetera. Commissioner OQ'Dea

was a good year on that one.

What we have right now, and this is, I'm

coming with good news, is that there is a fantast

program for people who need the ones that are eit

not insured or underinsured. T just want to come

here because maybe people don't even know it's ocut

there. Feople probably don't know how well it's
run. I just want to bring that forward, tThat
compliment Lo whomever 1s running thalb program.
know, I believe the COVID vaccline is goling Lo be
coming up soon. They had some governmenl lissues
that they had to deal with.

Now that 1'm here anyway, I would like
put my two cents in regarding the bike lane
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everybody is talking about. I happen to be in thatl
area on Saturday because one might think, why would
somebody from Jersey City be in that area? Well,
there are stores there, and | ride my bike anywhere.
1've been doing Lhis for 50 years, notbt in Jerscy
Cily, only for Lhe last 25 years, bul iL's normal Lo
be able Lo ride your bike where you need Lo be, and
there are stores there that T frequent, so if I have
the time to go all the way there, that's what T do
in the weekend.

So I was there on the weekend, and T was
like, what the heck is with this road? Because it
was hard to be on it when 1 heard that there's going
to be a bike lane. 1 was elated. 1 think it's the
right place for it to be. [f's going to be safe for
the people who have to use that stretch of the road
for whatever reason.

And I understand people who arc in Lhe

car, and Lhey probably think, oh my God, there's not

even a bike here. DBut thal's because we're Lhal
fast. We're not, you know, we're just passing by,
and we're out of there already. Tt's not like a

car, you know. We don't take up that much space.
S0 I would recommend that people kind of look like

how many bikers arce oult there, and it's way more

800-227-8440
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than you Lhink.

And T'm looking forward to a safer way,
because on my way back, |l was on the road, and let
me tell you that the amount of aspace that they have
to give you, majorily of people don't do ibt. One
Jquick exbtra Lhing. Can you put a bike lane?
Because I came by bike, and there's nowhere to put
it. Thank you.

THE CLERK: Thank you. ''he next
speaker is Annabella Patton. Annabella. 0Okay, then
Commissioner Q'Dea, who did you say wanted to speak?

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: Emmanuelle
Morgan.

THE CLERK: Emmanuelle Morgan.

CHAIRMAN ROMANCO: Yecah. Well, while
she's just coming up, we just want to reiterate Lo
those that are concerned. There is no removal ol
any traffic lanes. I know Lhal Commissioner
Rodriguez liked Lhal. Make sure Lhal said Lhal
Lhere is no removal of lanes. It's going to bhe the
same way it was before. The engineer will gladly be
after the meeting, taking any questions. And that's
our County Engineer right there, Mark. So he will
mect with you if there's any questicons. I know

that's a concern for a lot of the constituenlts of
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Commissioner Rodriguez, and Commissioner Rodrigue:z
will speak after the final speaker. Go ahead.

MS. MORGAN: Thank you. My name is
Fmmanuelle Morgan. 1'm a co-founder and cxecculive
director of Hudson County Complele Slreebs. I just
want to say good evening, Commissioners and
Chalirpecrson.

We are really just here. I just want to
join the chorus of gratitude. Thank you truly for
the exceptional progress on River Road for the
safety improvements currently being installed. And
of course, especially the top of the line, concroebe
protected bike lane. 'Thank you. We understand
there's been some delay and some confusion,
frustration from residents. We understand Lhal
there are still guesticons to be answered, especially
the question about bus rider access.

And I had a guesltion Lhalt come in, that
came in to me aboul Lhal, Lhat I'1ll be able to
forward. We know Lhese gquestions will bs answered
in btime. But in the meantime, 1 am really just here
Lo offer my support to all of you and to the County
fxecutive. Thank you for initiating this progress
on River Road years ago, authorizing Lhe grantl

application, taking every step in Lhe process Lo

Veritext Legal Solutions

800-227-8440 973-410-4040



Ly M

16
% il
18
19
20
21

22

e
L

24

Page 68
make this design among the highest quality street
safety designs in the Counly. This project is a

significanl step forward in the County's Vision Zero

Lotion Plan.,

T do have a personal story about River
Road, but in the intecrest of time, 1l'm goling to skip
it. And 1 would love to invite all of you to help
1s activate the lane when it's [inished, Cto ride on
it, Lo demonslrale our shared commiblment Lo salely
for all road users. And I also invile you Lo sharo
some of Lhe following responses when asked aboul
this project by constituents who may be confused or
Trustraled.

This design i1s about safety, about
complete streets. Tt's about Vision Zera, yes, but
it's also about dignity. Tt is about not leaving
behind our most vulnerable people who cannot afford
a car, who've aged ocut of driving, who are too young
to drive, who want sustainable choices. Most of
all, 1t 1s about equity because we all pay for our
roadways in one way or anclther. Non-drivers pay
Laxes [or our roadways Loo. Non-drivers, in fact,
do subsidize drivers, and we have a righl Lo access
our roadways that we help pay for.

We in the Safe Streets community and at

Veritext [.egal Solutions
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Hudson County Complete Streets are ready and
available to do public education, to advocate for
and celekrate this progress and Lo parbtner wilh you
and support you in community oubreach and engagement
to the best of our ability with professionalism and
respeclk fLor all, no matter what travel mode that
people choose.

Thank you again for this immense step
forward and for simply doing the right thing.

CHALRMAN ROMANO: Thank you,
FEmmanuelle.

THE CLERK: Chalirman, we have no more
speakers. Commissioncr Rodriguez, would vou like
g ==

CHAIRMAN ROMANO: Thig is Lhe
Commissicner Rodriguey represenlbls Weslkl New York
Commissioner and Commissioner Baselice represents
North Bergen. They'd like to say something.

THE CLERK: Could the Commissioner
bring the microphone closer?

CHATRMAN ROMANO: Pull it down,
Carrie. Yeah, there you go.

COMMLIES1ONER RODRIGUEZ: Yas. I
represent Wechawken, Wesl New York and Cuttenberg,

and we're not al all opposed Lo bicycle lanes.
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That's great. T come from a bicycle town all my
life, all my young life. And [ think it's a great
thing to do to be able Lo ride a bicycle and get to
where you're going on a bicycle. Very economical
and exercise is great when you ride a bike, and it's
a happier and more free way of transporting
vourselt.

But where we live, Weechawken, West New
York and Guttenberg, right by River Road, 1L you
think of Definec Way, part of WeslL New York coming
down and then we go to thalbt inlerseclion of going
left north and right soulh, it's crazy. It's very,
very dangercous.

And this conslruclion could have been
planned a litlle beller, more intormative to the
people because all of a sudden, I was not copied on
engineering meelbtings or invited to engineering
meelings last year when this happened. We knew it
was happening, but we didn't knew when. Now, all of
a sudden we're faced with this traffic jam that is
keeping mothers bringing their children to daycares
in Guttenberg, being late to get back home, to get
ready to go to work in the cily.

IL's crealed so much catastrophe in

people's lives Lhal we are really very concerned

800-227-8440
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with Lhe way that this construction is going. I
don't think it's a healthy and safe construction
mode. T persconally, and I'm sorry to say that.
Again, not against bicycle lanes, we're all for
that, but nol Lhe way that this has been proposed
and is going on. The people that are talking about
riding bicycle from Jersey City into here and there
far from our area cannot experience those jams in
the morning and in the afternoon.

You have to live there and you have to go

around. Ambulances are having a hard Lime getting
to the hospital because of Lhe Lraffic. Tt's not
like the cars can go to the right, ko the shoulder
or even to the left if the olLher lane allows it so0
the ambulance can go Lhrough. TIt's havoc. Tt is
physically haveoc. And I'm sorry, but this is the
truth. Thank vyou.

CHATIRMAN ROMANO: Okay. One thing
before Commissioner Baselice. T know that County
Execulive Guy, with his office, was trying to
ameliorate the situation with the traffic with
regards to law enforcement personnel. So I know
he's aware and l'm sure Jenny can also support that
statement. So it's nob going unnoticed by either

branch of Lhe government. Go ahead, Bobby.
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COMMIESICNER BASELICE: As the
Chairman said belfore, I'm Bob Baselice, and I
represent North Bergen and Secaucus.

THE CLERK: Microphone closer.

COMMISSIONER BASELICE: 1| agree with

the people Lhat have been incenvenienced by the

traffic. I've gone down Lhere several Ctimes. ['ve
helped wilh the diner, eb celera. I Lry Lo come up
with solutions. 5o geoing forward, T've spoken Lo

the County personnel and I think participalbion in
the planning process helps.

T think better notice and communication.
A web site that possibly has under construction and
whatever's under construction potentially could be
on that web site and give updates. There seems to
be z disconnect with the law enforcement with
regards to communication. I'm going to work on that
also. I'm a firm believer that if pecople are part
of the process, they buy inte the process. 1 don't
wanl Lo see Lhat traffic. I was down Chere several
Limes.

T live in North Bergen mysell and in all
nonesty, T've been in touch with a lot of the
buildings, the condo association vice president, and

we just have to do a better job. Everybody
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understands this conlraclbtor was nol Lhe best choice,
and at Lhe end of Lhe day, nobody wanls Lo see any
of the residents in any municipality go through
this. Tt's been difficult. It's almost done. My
understanding is that it's going tc be done Tuesday,
weather permitting. Okay, wealther permitting. And
again, that's changed weather. Everylhing's
conditioned upon wealher.

The problem is there should have been some

nobice to the buildings because today I heard people
couldn't get out of their properties hecause it's
paved and then if you do go eonto it, it's going to
get damaged. 8o it's a better process of getting
information out there and T think the County
Administration, the County Commissioners and all of
us need to work together on making that a better
process. 'Thank you.

CHALRMAN ROMANO: Any other? Go
ahead, Billy.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: I know Lhey
Lalked aboul some of Lhe changes in Lhe legislalion
as il relatbes Lo bidding like Lhis Lo Lthe degree
pecause we've done it in other instances. Can we
look at how we do demonstration of prior like

projects, references, review of references, almost
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like a pre-bidder process. So you provide not only
your qualifications, list of projects, the County's
given a period of time to check out not just the
ones they have but whatever all projects like Lhat
have been done wilhin Lhe last, whatever, 24 months,
36 months and Lhen do a review and if there's an
ability so then they can object if they're rejected
Lo bthen make sure that you're not bringing somebody |
here who's doesn't either have the experience of
doing this has a track record of not being able to
do it preoperly on time, et cetera.

We had the same situation on the salety,
traffic safety and traffic-calming project on the
Boulevard between Communipaw and Bond Streel. Thal
project had to take two times or Lhree Limes as long
as 1t was originally projected to Lake. We wound
up, 1 think we probably wound up in litigalion wilh
the conltraclor al Lthe end of the day because at the
cnd of Lhe day Lhey clearly didn't have the
background and previous experience of doing that
type of a project. 8¢ T think that's just something
that we should look into. Tet me make one more
state, one more comment.

COMMIBSSIONER BASELICE: Chadirman,

Chalirman, one more comment.
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CHALEMAN ROMANO: Go ahead. Go
ahead.

COMMISSIONER BASELICE: Qkay. Abe,
you're nobl golng Lo like this and taxpayers may not
like this, but T got a lot of phone calls about why
were we —- why was it being done during the day?
And it's cost usually, but some people did say why
weren't we doing this in the evening? I juslt wanl
to put it out there, and il's on Lhe record because
1l did get people calling me aboul why couldn'l you
do this at night? Ibt's sLill geing to affect you

goling in and oul maybe nol as muach. That's not

cheap, nolt cheap.

MR. ANTUN: You know, Commissioner,
we considered that, but there was also the noise
factor because we did a job at night.

COMMTESTONER BASETICE: T understand.

MR. ANTUN: And Weehawken and trust
me, we got the phone calls too.

COMMISS LONER BASELICE: And that's --
I'm just putting it on the record. I know.

MR. ANTUN: You remember.

COMMISZIONER BASELICE: I remember.

MR. ANTUN: Commissioner, you

remember.
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COMMTSSTONER BASETLTCE: I'm putting
it on the record just because some people ask me, I
don't have that history. 1'm the new guy, but at
the end of the day.

THE CLERK: Mr. Chairman, helore we
have a mobtion to close, can T ask Commissioner
Cifelli if he approves September 9th, 2025 Caucus i
meeting and the Regular meeting of September 11lth,
202%, if he votes for that one?

CHATEMAN ROMANO: Yes. Commissioner
Cifelli. You're on mute, Al.

THE CLEREK: Commissioner Cifelll, you
have to unmute.

CHALRMAN ROMANQ: Unmute, Al.

Unmute, Al. We could do Chumbs up and we'll see
that.

THE CLERK: Can you give us a Lhumbs
up, AlL?

COMMISSICNER O'DEA: AL?

COMMISSTONER CTTELLT : Yes:

THE CTLERK: Thank you so much.

CHATRMAN ROMANO: Jenny, do you want
to speak on behalf with anything with regards to the
last topic on behalf of the County Execullive?

M5. DAVIS: No, we're goud.

Verilextl Legal Solutions
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COMMTSSTONER Q'DEA: Chairman, two
guick things before we adjourn. First, 1 received
the information and | received the proposal from Lhe
entity that was selected, Darice. I'd like Lo see
the other proposal. There's Credible Messengers.

DIRECTOR TOON: This is an applicant.
I thought Lhis was the actual entity itself.

COMMTSSTONER O'DEA:  L'11l talk to
you. This is one and this is the other. And this
is the one that got picked and this is the other.
This is the one that wasn't scored high. This is
the one that was sccored high. When I wenb Lo
school, T don't know, term papcrs, il's [ive Limes
as big. But all right. I thoughlt Lhis was Lhe
actual REP.

DIRECTOR TOCN: Thal was one.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: But T'l1l be
honest with you, in reviewing this quickly, T have
concerns. I'm exlremely surprised that you didn't
require resumes from individuals that they would be
looking to put in the positions. 1lt's very, very
vague; x amount of years, preferably Hudseon, three
years experience, handwritten in, salary of $50,000.
Iz that a salary and benefits? 550,0002 Who are

you goling te get to hire?
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DTRECTOR TOQON: A hundred percent.
Yeah.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: I'm shocked at
the scoring. I1I'll be dead honest wilh you. I'm
shocked al how Lhis Lhing scored with the way it's
going.

The other thing is Mr. Alonzo is still
here. 8o T have two quick questions. One, is there
a reason why that fund always has such a large
balance in it?

MR. ALONSO: LI'm very frugal when I
spend and I don't spend taxpayer deollars. Weoe use a
ftrust account for all cur ecquipment and all the
things we use for Weights and Mecasurcs. The monoay
Chat we bring in, Commissioner, is [ines Lhal we
izsue and regislralions [or businesscs in Lhe
County.

COMMISSIONER O'DEA: And how long
have you been the —— was ik the director of 1it?
What's your title?

MR. ALONSO: Fifteen years.

COMMISSTONER O'DEA: And then what
role did you play in 1 guess the process of moving
it over?

MR. ALONSO: I didn'L have a role in

Veritexl Legal Solutions
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% moving it over. 1| found out by error. 1'm sorry.
2 COMMISSIONER O'DEA: T mean, T would
3 just =ay, as a course of courtesy, if you're going
4 Lo make changes, you probably want to at least have
5 a conversation with the individual that's run
6 somelhing fLor 15 years. You know, for [ulure
7 reference, [olks. You weren'l aware. Bobby?
&) COMMISSIONER BASELICE: No, 1 was not
) aware.
10 COMMISSTONER QO'DEA: Bobby just
o wanted to say something.
12 COMMISSIONER BASELICE: No, I'll
13 leave it at that. [ wasn't aware of that either.

14 All right. Thank you.

L5 THE CTLERK: Thank you. Are you

16 [inished, Commissioner?

17 COMMISSIONER O'DEA: Yas,

18 THE CLERK: ‘''here being no further
198 business, come before the Board. May T have a

20 motion to adjourn?

21 COMMISSIONER CEDENO: Moblion.

22 COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ: Second.
23 THE CLERK: All in faveor? Meeting
24 adjourned.

25 (Whereupon the proceeding is then

concluded at 6:11 p.m.)
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CERTIFICATTION

T, SHART CATIEY, CCR, RPR, Licensze No.
30X100234700, and NolLary Public of the State of New
Jersey, hereby certify that the proceedings herein
are from the notes taken by me of a Regular Meeting
of Lhe Hudson County Board of County Commissioners,
held on Octoker 09, 202Z5; and that this is a correct

transcript of the same.

WA

SHARI CATHEY, CCR, RER
A NOTARY PURBLIC of the
State of New Jerscy
T.D. No. 2283786

Commission Explires 2/4/27
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