10
11
12

13

14

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

HUDSON COUNTY
PLANNI NG BOARD

RE:
REGULAR MEETI NG : TRANSCRI PT OF
OF THE :
HUDSON COUNTY PLANNI NG : PROCEEDI NGS
BOARD :

OPEN SESSI ON
Bergen Square Center
Fl oor 9A
830 Bergen Avenue
Jersey City, New Jersey
Tuesday, Decenber 20, 2022
5:30 p.m

VI A ZOOM

SAMANTHA LUGO, Chai r wonman

YRAI DA APONTE- LI PSKI, Conm ssi oner
FLOYD JETER, Conm ssi oner

FRANCI S KENNY, Comm ssi oner

THOVAS MALAVASI, PE, Conm ssioner
PAMVELA LAYSQON, Comm ssi oner

ALSO PRESENT:
AVANDA M CURLEY, ESQ, Board Counsel
FRANCESCA G ARRATANA, PP, AICP, Secretary
MARCELLA TRAI NA, Assistant Pl anner
GREG G TTO, PE
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CHAIl RMOMVAN LUGO:  Good eveni ng,
everyone. | would like to call to order the
Decenber 20th Hudson County Pl anni ng Board Meeti ng.
Has the neeting been property advertised?

M5. CURLEY: Yes. The notice of this
neet ran in the Jersey journal on Decenber 15th, and
was properly noticed pursuant to the Qpen Public
Meeti ngs Act.

CHAl RMOMVAN LUGO:  Thank you. Can we
have a roll call?

M5. G ARRATANA: Conmm ssi oner
Apont e- Li pski .

COW SSI ONER APONTE- LI PSKI @ Here.

MS. @ ARRATANA: Conmi ssi oner Choffo,
absent. Conm ssi oner d enbocki, absent.

Conmm ssi oner Jeter.

COW SSI ONER JETER:  Here.

M5. 3 ARRATANA: Comm ssi oner Kenny.

COW SSI ONER KENNY:  Her e.

M5. G ARRATANA:  Conmi ssi oner
Mal avasi .

COW SSI ONER MALAVASI @ Here.

M5. G ARRATANA: Comm ssi oner Meht a.

COW SSI ONER MEHTA:  Here.

M5. G ARRATANA:  Conmi ssi oner Ng.
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Absent. Comm ssioner Wal ker. Absent. Conmm ssi oner
Layson.

COW SSI ONER LAYSON:  Here.

M5. d ARRATANA:  Chai rwonman Lugo.

CHAl RMOVAN LUGO:  Present.

M5. G ARRATANA:  Chai rwoman, we have
a quorum

CHAl RWOVAN LUGO Great. Pl ease
stand for the flag sal ute.

(Flag Salute.)

CHAIl RAMOVAN LUGO: Conmi ssi oners, have
you had an opportunity to review the mnutes from
our |ast neeting? | would ask for a notion.

COWMM SSI ONER APONTE- LI PSKI : Mot i on.

COW SSI ONER JETER:  Second.

M5. G ARRATANA: On a notion nade by
Comm ssi oner Aponte-Lipski. Seconded by
Conmm ssi oner Jeter.

Conmi ssi oner Apont e- Li pski .

COW SSI ONER APONTE- LI PSKI @ Aye.

MS. G ARRATANA:  Conmi ssi oner Jeter.

COW SSI ONER JETER:  Aye.

M5. G ARRATANA:  Conmi ssi oner Kenny.

COW SSI ONER KENNY:  Aye.

M5. G ARRATANA: Conmm ssi oner
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Mal avasi .
COW SSI ONER MALAVASI @ Aye.
M5. 3 ARRATANA: Comm ssi oner Meht a.
COWM SSI ONER MEHTA: | was not here.
| abstain.

M5. G ARRATANA: Commi ssi oner Layson.

COW SSI ONER LAYSON:  Aye.

M5. G ARRATANA:  Chai rwonman Lugo.

CHAIl RMOVAN LUGO:  Aye.

M5. 3 ARRATANA: The notion has
passed, and the m nutes have been adopted. The
m nut es have been adopted. The next itemon the
agenda are matters schedul ed for public hearing.
The first is the adoption of the Hudson County
Pl anni ng Board schedul e of neetings for 20283.
Conmm ssi oners, the neetings for the Site Plan and
Subdi vi sion Comm ttee neetings are staying as usual;
ten o' clock on the first Tuesday of every nonth
except for Novenber due to holidays, and they
changed a little bit.

Qur Planning Board neetings we will be

goi ng back to in-person, and neetings will go back
to 6:30 our pre-COVID start tine, and they're all
the third Tuesday of the nonth. Are there any

comrents on the schedul e?
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CHAl RWOVAN LUGO: I f there's none |
make a notion to approve the schedul e.

COW SSI ONER APONTE- LI PSKI : Mot on.

COW SSI ONER JETER:  Second.

M5. G ARRATANA:  Who woul d Iike the
not i on?

CHAIl R\MOVAN LUGO:  Their nmotion. It's
okay.

M5. G ARRATANA: On a notion by
Comm ssi oner Aponte-Lipski, and seconded by
Conmm ssi oner Meht a.

Conmi ssi oner Apont e- Li pski .

COW SSI ONER APONTE- LI PSKI @ Aye.

M5. G ARRATANA:  Conmi ssi oner Jeter.

COW SSI ONER JETER:  Aye.

M5. G ARRATANA:  Conmi ssi oner Kenny.

COW SSI ONER KENNY:  Aye.

M5. G ARRATANA: Conmm ssi oner
Mal avasi .

COW SSI ONER MALAVASI @ Aye.

MS. G ARRATANA:  Conmi ssi oner Meht a.

COW SSI ONER MEHTA:  Aye.

M5. G ARRATANA:  Conmi ssi oner Layson.

COW SSI ONER LAYSON:  Aye.

M5. G ARRATANA:  Chai rwonman Lugo.
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CHAl RWOVAN LUGO:  Aye.

M5. G ARRATANA:  The notion has
passed. The next itemon the agenda are Site Pl ans,
Subdi vi sions and other matters schedul ed for public
hearing. The first application is 2021-053-SP
Echevarria Industries; at 6600 R ver Road Bl ock 167,
Lot 1; in West New York.

It's a site plan application to raze an
exi sting unoccupi ed comerci al building and
construct a new l1ll-story residential building with
133 units and 127 parki ng spaces contai ned on four
| evel s of parking.

Chai rwoman, before the attorney takes
over, | just would like to advise to the attorney
t hat we have several comrents that need to be
addressed fromour consulting engineer Geg Gtto's
letter, so we would recommend to nake sure you go
t hrough them point by point. There are several for
traffic testinony and desi gn wai vers.

MR. ALONSO Yes, thank you. Good
eveni ng, Madam Chai rwoman and the Board. For the
record, Alvaro Al onso on behalf of the applicant. |
have ny -- as you can see, ny two professionals
col l ectively on one Zoom box down there, and I'll be

presenting them M first witness wll be Edw n
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Rei nron, and | al so have Craig Peregoy, our traffic
engi neer. W have the architect should the Board
have any questions on the architecture, but it's not
ny intention to call himas a witness. In addition
| have ny client also should the board have any
guestions. So with that said | would call Edw n
Rei mon first.

MR. REIMON: Hello, you can hear ne
now?

MR. ALONSO  Yes.

M5. CURLEY: | have to swear himin.,

(The witness is sworn.)

MR. ALONSO Thank you, Madam Chair,
M. Reinon has appeared before this Board on a
nunber of occasions as a civil engineer. | ask that
his qualifications be accepted. |If not, I'll be
nore than happy to have himgive your
gual i ficati ons.

M5. G ARRATANA: If there's no
obj ections fromthe other Conmm ssioners, he can go
ahead.

MR. REI MON: Thank you.

MR. ALONSO  Thank you very nuch.
M. Reinon, as you heard, as you heard fromthe

Board is also requesting that not only you provide
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the testinony with respect to the plans you have
subm tted, but also review the comments contained in
the T & Mletter. You have a copy of that letter,
correct?

MR. REIMON: Yes, | do.

MR. ALONSO Ckay. So I'mgoing to
ask you to please share the screen and put your site
plan on, and go through it with the Board and
address the comments in the letter.

MR. REIMON: Yes. |In the neantine,
we are putting the draw ngs, can you -- can you give
me -- can you share the screen? Do | needed
perm ssion to share the screen?

M5. TRAI NA: Ckay.

MR REIMON: In the neantine | am
going through the letter, and | see fromthe T & M
signed by Geg Gtto, Decenber 19, 2022, and
referring to our design waivers, there are seven
Itenms of design waivers that we're going to go over
one at a tine.

M5. TRAINA: You have screen sharing
ability now.

MR G TTO Edwin, before we go
t hrough the design waivers, | think it would be good

to just give an overview of the project just for the
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Boar d.

3

REIMON:  Yes, we're still trying.

3

A TTO Once you guys get the
pl ans up.

MR REIMON: Yes. Yeah. W have it
now. Can you guys see the screen?

MR G TTO Not yet.

M5. TRAINA: | think you have to
screen share wwth the red tab for sharing your
screen.

MR A TTO  Success, there we go. W
can see now.

MR. REIMON:. That's good. So what
you see on the screen is C 1, Existing Condition
Pl an, and |I'm hoping you can see the plan. You're
going to see the entire property. You'll see the
property is 41,112 square feet. This property is
al nrost one hundred percent inpervious. There is one
area in front of Port I|nperial Boul evard where the
building is right now, but then the rest is
basically rock. In front of the property, you have
Ri ver Road and Anthony DeFino Way. There is also a
roadway that is like dividing the property going to
DeFino way, River Road and Port | nperial Boul evard.

Now I will be talking to you about the

Veritext Lega Solutions

800-227-8440 973-410-4040




© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N N N N N N P B P PP R R R R
a A W N BB O © 0O N O 0o~ W N+, O

Page 10

pedestrian crosswal ks to access from Ri ver Road al
the way to Port Inperial Boul evard because there is
no crossing fromthe north side of the island. On
the existing conditions you can also see all of the
existing utilities that are crossing the property
al ong River Road and Ant hony DeFi no Wy.

W have water -- we have water and we have
al so storm drai nage on River Road fromthe back that
are in place, and also a couple of the utilities
| i ke gas and sewer. Existing overhead is
electricity fromriver road fromthe existing
utilities fromthe site. The intersection at DeFino
Way, River Road and Port Inperial Boulevard is a
signalized intersection, and the next traffic signal
I s about 500 feet to the north fromthe property.

Now, this property in particular is about
300 feet higher than Hudson River, without a little
bit of the property in the floodplain. And the
stormdrainage is already in place, signed off by
the County. The stormwater managenent system we're
going to talk about it later, we're collecting in
the systemthat's already in place. But these are
the existing conditions on the site. |If you go to
C-3 you're going to see the proposed conditions

where the building occupies the entire site, and we

Veritext Lega Solutions
800-227-8440 973-410-4040



© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N N N N N N P B P PP R R R R
a A W N BB O © 0O N O 0o~ W N+, O

Page 11

are providing an entry. W have a coupl e of
driveways. One of the waivers that we're going to
tal k about at the driveway at the north side which
Is the get-around driveway, and we have a driveway
at the south end of the property which also required
a wai ver because of the reality of the roadway and
the reality of the traffic itself.

And in this drawing you can al so see the
pedestrian crossing that nust be relocated from
Ri ver Road into curb divider, that divides R ver
Road from DeFi no Way and Port I nperial Boul evard.
Provi ding al so access will be divider in this
drawing to the south on DeFino Way and Port | nperi al
boul evard, 40 feet to the south on Port |nperial
Boul evard. This access fromthe pedestrian
crosswal ks has been designed to conmply with ADA. W
have provided all the details on the elevation and
the grading plan fromthe crosswal k pl an.

You can see on the drawing the |ocation of
the street trees. W have a deficiency in the
nunber of the street trees, and the deficiency is
because of the presence of driveways and al so the
crosswal ks, visibility and access into the building.
The devel oper has not object to contribute funds to

the County for those trees. W're providing on this
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drawi ng al so signs that are proposed by the project
at the request of the County on the detail. W are
replacing our sign with brand new signs for
pedestrian crossing and also a yield sign that's
going to be in place at the other end of the
property on the south.

This drawi ng al so shows at the request of
the review teamwe are providing a sewer extension
from anot her part of the project along DeFi no Wy
and continuing into the River Road to the north.
One other detail | want to talk about on the site
plan is the extension of the sidewal k, the curb and
driveway at the south end of the project. W are
extendi ng the driveway as you can see where the
sidewal k is at the south end of the project, plus
si dewal ks and driveways will be extended to the end
of the existing driveway to get into the property.
The driveways |ine up the rest of the way behind the
property.

On the north side of the property we are
rel ocating the retaining wall. That retaining wall
i s being relocated because of obstructions to site
di stance, and that is one itens that we have in the
not only the design waivers, but it is one of the

Itens that we need testinony. Qur testinony is that
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we' re having conversations with the owner of the | ot
to the north of the property to nmake sure that we
get an agreenent for the relocation of this
retaining wall. All subject to the approval of the
County, we are going to continue with the
negotiations with the owners to get approval for the
engagenent, which is going to difficult to relocate
this wall at the north end of the property.

You can al so see this light gray color on
the property line that continues north. This is the
extension that you can see when the new curb is
i nstalled that continues around River Road, only
because that's where we need to install to sewer
ext ensi on going down to the north end of the project
to continue all the way to the sewer treatnent
plant. Now, we add a note to the draw ngs at the
request of the review team of the Hudson County
Pl anni ng Board, and the note made reference to the
restoration curb and sidewal k in case of danmage due
to construction.

W are going to continue to the next
drawi ng which is the grading plan -- the grading and
drai nage plan -- grade plan -- no, this is
sonething -- maybe continue to the next one. The

next one. There you go. This is the drainage plan

Veritext Lega Solutions
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that we have for the project, and here you can see
the site for the stormvater nanagenent that we're
providing for this project. The stormater
managenent for the discharge as | said before is to
an existing drainage system which is a dedicated
dr ai nage systemon River Road and sufficient to

di scharges into the river, and it's good that we
have this ability to cut into the drainage system

The stormwat er managenent fl ood design
that we will have an area of about, 5,690 square
feet which is about 26 1/2 percent of the tota
footprint of the building, and so you know
26 percent is a very good nunmber to have for a
bui | di ng, and because of that, we were able to
reduce substantially the flows into the stornmater
managemnent .

Now, going back to G4, we're going to
tal k about the utilities for a nonent, just very
qui ckly. There you go. So on C-4 you're going to
see the lines, the sewer lines that go fromthe
bui l di ng and go right across to north on River Road
going to the north. You could al so see the
waterlines which is two lines actually south of the
I ntersection of River Road and right in front of

Port Inperial Boulevard right there. Those are the
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two waterlines that are comng into the buil ding.
And then electric service is going to cone.
Physically it's right there on the building on this
side. There is no gas avail able as of yet. As you
know we are doing the planning in phases so you
don't see in the drawing, but basically it's very
i nportant. The nechani cal building engineer is
going to be involved to nake sure we have to
sufficient | oads to provide for the building that
all the apartnents may need. And when it's
sufficient, that's not going to be a problemfor us.
And that is what we have for the overal
view of the project. By the way if you go to 4-B,
4-B is going to be -- the next drawing after that.
There you go. 4-B is another view of the drai nage
of this project due to the installation of the sewer
extension that is going fromthe project all the way
down to the Lydia Drive. That's the nane of the
street that is comng from430 Jacobs Ferry
devel opnment. So we tie into the map north of this
i ntersection conmng from Jacobs Ferry devel opnent.
So we tie into the map at the north of this
I ntersection, okay?
And this is going to provided if we're

approved by the County, then we're going to have to
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make our way to MJA for this application. 1In the
meanti me you can see the draw ng, you can see the
mlling and paving. W extended the mlling and
paving to the center line of the road. This is at

t he request of the Hudson County Pl anni ng Board.

You can see the dashed line. The dashed |ines
depicts the project that we're going to provide from
the front of building all the way down to the |ine
of M dl and Avenue.

Al so at the request of the County
Engi neer, we have been in contact with the West New
York as well as their engineers as to the existing
utilities underground in this area. And we are
requesting also the master plan for the property
around the project and really identify this
application criteria when we do the final design of
this extension. That's what | have as to the soil
retention we're going to have.

That is the overview of the entire
project. There are details at the end, but the
details are typical details |like what are the
stormpvat er nmanagenents details that are going to be
al so reviewed by the North Bergen MJA, and so you
know, all the designs that we have done for the

st ormnat er managenent and sewer collection are in
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conpliance with the |atest North Bergen MJA standard
for stormnater managenent and sewer coll ections.

Wth that if there is no questions, | wll
wait for you guys to see if you have any questi ons.
If not then we can go into the design waiver, which
is the phase two of the report fromT & M engi neers.

MR. ALONSO If not, | guess you can
go right into the report.

MR REIMON: Al right. So the first
design waiver is with regard to the driveway. W
need to justify these two driveways that we have.
There's nmultiple driveways. The reason being for
these driveways is that, nunber one, it's the only
street on the driveway fronting the site. As you
can see on this drawing, this is not a street. It's
| i ke a reverse curb actually.

This is a building that has over 100
units, you have 100 parking spaces, and we have been
requested by the town also to provide access for
trucks to deliver for the people that are noving in
and out. W also need to provide access for
dropoffs at the entrance of the building, and that
Is the reason why we are providing this driveway.
The ot her reason for this nunber of driveways that

you see on the drawing is, if we don't do the
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driveway the way we have done it, we would have to
recess this driveway. As we wll obtain also from
the County, a nunber of comments about the waiver

dri veway, and we believe that we have accommopdat ed
the cooments with signs and lighting the driveway.

The way the site plans are drawn ri ght
now, the way the driveways are drawn right, now I
bel i eve we have accomobdated -- not only
accommpdated, but it's a safe condition for these
vehicles to get in and get out of the driveway. Not
only that, we have al so provided a site distance
anal ysis to the Hudson County Pl anning Board for
site distance. So that is our first design waiver
in regards to the driveway.

There is nunber two. W keep talking
about the driveways, we are going -- if we have to
sufficiently -- we have to |l ook at the driveways
that no cars are comng out of this south
driveway -- I'msorry. D d sonebody say sonethi ng?
Hel | 0?

CHAl RAMOVAN LUGO:  Go ahead.

MR REIMON:. Al right. So I'm
saying that on the south driveway, the cars wll be
com ng out of the south driveway but -- and the

signage that we have is for vehicles to only make a

Veritext Lega Solutions
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right turn com ng out of the driveway, and we had to
make the driveway work. W can -- as you can see on
this drawi ng that we provided our traffic engi neer
for the traffic calculations, we need this wi dth of
this driveway for the vehicles to get -- to go
safely, maneuver safely in and out of the parking
area driveway. So that is the best design that we
can provide for this, and vehicles that have
selected to make a delivery. So that's the other
t hat reason that we have for this. So that's in
reference to Waiver No. 2.

Wai ver No. 3, we're proposing two
driveways around this curb. Again, this is an
exi sting condition. W cannot nove the driveway.
The timng that we have available is very short. |If
we provide only one driveway and in the center |ine
of the property and that is not -- that is going to
be a fatal flaw for the design of the driveway,
because then we don't have a sufficient access from
the street that we have on this project. So that's
only answer that we can provide.

You take the other, which is an existing
that we have, and | believe that we're taking
advant age of the difference elevations that we have

with the site to provide differing access to the
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bui | ding and be able to store the nunber of vehicles

that are necessary for this type of a building.
that is our design waiver.

MR ATTO Edwin, | hate to

interrupt. | just have one thing to clarify. You

menti oned there was an existing condition regardi
the driveways. It's really not an existing

condition, just to clarify the driveway down at t
bottom | guess the easternnost driveway, which i

in the right-turn ranp.

MR REIMON:. No. Wen | said this is

an existing condition, it's an existing condition at

the other driveway on the site.
MR G TTO kay. Understood.
MR. REIMON: That's the existing
condition that |I'mtal king about, the other
driveway. And wth that also, as |I nentioned we
have taki ng advantage of -- of the difference in

el evations that we have between the nunber of

vehicles and the total nunber of the other driveway

where with that, we can provide two driveways at
di fferent el evations.

That is to ne, that is one of the nost
| nportant el enents of the design of the access of

this project, that we were able to provide with

So

ng

he

S
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these two driveways. W were able to provide access
to the building at different levels. That's the
plan provides that. W -- we al so have an

I nnovative design. So that is reflective of the
project. W have so many things. To ne it's very
good that even though we don't have the access on
the other street, we have provi ded access to the
building at two different |evels, and the other

exi sting conditions, the curb is a reverse curb,
fromnorth to south.

MR G TTO  Understood. Just wanted
to make sure that it was clear that the driveways
t hensel ves are not an existing condition in the
| ocation that they're in, just so the Board
under st ands.

MR. REI MON:  Yes.

MR. ALONSO. Ckay. Wiy don't we go
t hrough t he bal ance of the points?

MR. REIMON. Yes. Fromthe |ast
three itens on the |ist of waivers, the No. 5 is an
interesting itemin regards to walls. Again, this
is an existing condition. W have the way that the
dri veways have been designed acconplish one of the
nost inportant things which is safety. The two

driveways that we have fromthe project, out of
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three, two point, two of the driveways are the ones
we take care of sight distance, and we have because
that we have relocated the retaining wall. W have
been able to provide sufficient site distance with
t he proposed driveways that we have on the project.
Item No. 6, the driveway w dth, we have
provided for the reviewteama traffic turning plan
t hat shows how the delivery vehicles is going to
enter and exit the site fromthe south end. W have
w dened the south driveway so as to provide also the
entrance and exit maneuvers fromthese vehicles in
such a way that we have a 45-feet-w de driveway to
enter at the south end of the project, and yes, we
do need a waiver for that. So we have been call ed
to several neetings with the reviewteam This is
the best solution for the driveways to allow the
vehicles to enter and exit safely the site.

MR. ALONSO Okay. We don't provide
for the Board a high school version, and Madam
Chair, just for the record, over a period of 18
hearings this application was ultimtely approved.
It was approved in Septenmber. W're still waiting
for the resolution. Once the resolution is adopted,
we W ll provide a copy for your records. But Edw n,

during those hearings, we had represented to the
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town they were going to limt access to the
driveways, and you told themthe driveway is right
out only. You can't cross the nedian or the center
i ne of Anthony DeFi no \Way.

The board had requested that we bring up
to the County Pl anning Board' s attention the
possibility of the installation of plastic bollards
al ong Ant hony DeFino Way so to the extent that the
board had any questions, that we nake the request to
the County, and we woul d defer to any decision they
woul d make?

MR. REIMON: Yes, that is a very good
point. | think | finished nost of the Waiver I|tem
No. 7. But your point is well taken. Yes, we can
provide not only the signage that we already have,
delineators at the center of the road of DeFi no Wy
so deterring vehicles fromthe driveway to make a
left turn into the DeFino Way. That is sonething
that definitely is a safety matter. So if the
County thinks that that is a plus, we have no
objections to it.

MR. ALONSO Right. And | guess our
obligation was to address the issue with the Board,
so we have. W addressed it. |Is there any

addi ti onal comments needed to provide with respect
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to the site plan itens in the balance of T & Ms
report?

MR. REIMON: | think that now we're
tal king about the site plan itens, we have addressed
all of the design itens on the site plan. | nean,
we can | ook at nore testinony, but | already think
t hat we have done a thorough, both sides of the
table, | nean the County has done already a tota
review i nvestigation, and | believe that we have
al so done a very thorough conpliance with the
| etters and in addition to the drawi ngs to nmake sure
that what is on the drawi ngs now i s what has been
given to us as coments on this project. |If there
is anything el se, you know, |I'm open any questi ons.
Greg, if you have anything else or if you have
anybody el se or please do so.

MR. ALONSO Edwin, just briefly,
there was also a report issued by the Hudson County
Pl anner al so dated Decenber 19, 2022, and we woul d
conply with whatever conditions or requirenents
remain; is that correct?

MR. REIMON. Ch, yes. | think
menti oned that in the beginning of nmy presentation.
We have that planning review, and we have no probl em

with the comments and including the coomments with
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regard to the nunber of trees that have to be on
Site.

MR. ALONSO Al right. Edw n, does
t hat concl ude your testinony?

MR. REI MON. That concl udes ny
testinmony for tonight.

MR GATTG I'msorry. Just a couple
of things | wanted to touch on before we noved on.
So Comment 2 in the site plan section that just

pertains to the retaining wall that you' re doing on

t he nei ghboring property. So | know -- | understand
you guys are getting the approval. In the event
that you don't get approval, | think you m ght have

to come back to the Board because that's a critica
part of your site distance for that driveway.

So | guess if this were to be approved |
think as a condition of the resolution, | think it
shoul d say, you know, sonething to the fact that the
approval for the retaining wall should be obtained
fromthe neighbor, and if you're unable to obtain
t hat approval, you should cone back to the Board and
come up with an alternate design or something |like
t hat .

MR. REIMON:  Yeah, | think that we

can do that. W have not objection to that as a
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condition of approval. Absolutely.

MR GATTO Okay. And in regards to
the trees that you're proposing along the frontage,
can you just confirmthat they're not going to have
any inpact on the existing utilities that are
beneat h that?

MR. REIMON. Yes. That is sonething
| brought up I think when we were tal ki ng about the
trees. W work very well with the County in regards
to the street trees. W know the street trees that
the County |ikes, and the street trees that the
County has concern that are good for underground
utilities, and we're going to make sure there is no
di fference between these trees and anything that is
above or under ground.

MR G TTO Ckay.

MR. REIMON: That is our testinony.

MR G TTGO Understood. Thank you.

MR. REI MON: You're wel cone.

MR G TTO And then with respect to
t he sewer extension, paving, all of that stuff, I
know t hat you were -- through our discussions you
had di scussi on, you don't think that the sidewal k or
curb along River Road wll be inpacted. But to the

extent that it may happen, you agree to fixed or

800-227-8440

Veritext Lega Solutions

973-410-4040



© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N N N N N N P B P PP R R R R
a A W N BB O © 0O N O 0o~ W N+, O

Page 27

repair or replace any curb or sidewal k that woul d be
| npacted by the sewer extension?

MR. REIMON: Yes. That is a given
too. Yes, we agree to that.

MR GATTO And | know this m ght be
nore for the traffic engineer with respect to the
truck turning tenplates. | know you had given us an
SU30 truck. Do you envision any vehicles |arger
than that accessing the site for trash, anything
i ke that?

MR REIMON: No. No.

MR A TTO Ckay. And then we did
touch on the center line delineators in our letter.
It's actually Coment B under traffic and parking.
So we just ask that a note be added to the plans, is
that center |line delineators or other neans of
restricting left turns may be required by the County
engineer at a later tinme upon further review of
traffic conditions after construction.

MR. REIMON: No problem

MR GATTO So it's not the County's
preference to install center line delineators but if
there are issues -- because it becones a nai ntenance
I ssue. But there are issues with the site of people

making left turn into the site, the County Engi neer
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may ask for those to be installed. So just add a
note to the plans to that effect. | think that
addresses that comrent.

MR. REIMON: Yes, | do. No problem

MR GTTG And | think that's it for
Edw n.

MR REIMON. Geg, | could say this.
Thank you very nuch because you have been very
i nstrumental in this application. | do have to say
t hat .

MR A TTG  Thank you, Edwin. |
appreci ate that.

MR ALONSO Madam Chair, if no
Commi ssi oner has any questions for M. Reinon --

CHAl RWOVAN LUGO  Conm ssi oners, does
anyone el se have any questions for this wtness?
Anyone fromthe public? GCkay. You can nove
forward. Thank you.

MR. ALONSO Thank you very nuch.
Crai g Peregoy.

(The witness is sworn.)

MR. ALONSO Ckay. Craig, could you
briefly go over your qualifications as a traffic
engi neer ?

MR. PEREGOY: Sure. | received ny
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bachel or degree fromVirginia Tech, |icensed

prof essi onal engineer from New Jersey. | testify
all the tinme in regards to traffic and parking

I ncl udi ng here the Hudson County Pl anni ng Boar d.

MR. ALONSO Madam Chair, | ask that
M. Peregoy be accepted as an expert traffic
engi neer.

CHAl RMOVAN LUGO.  Yes. As |long as
there's no objections from Comm ssioners he's
accept ed.

MR. ALONSO Thank you. Craig, wll
you be using Edwi n's draw ngs?

MR PEREGOY: If | needed to. Edwn
covered nost of the site stuff. W did a traffic
study which I think alot of T & Mcoments, you
know, just to put on the testinony, and he gave a
briefer version. W started it |ike we do any other
traffic study taking traffic counts in the norning
and eveni ng peak hours is what we're focusing on,
and we originally | ooked at the intersection of
Ri ver Road and Ant hony DeFi no, and we took those
counts back when COVID was inpacting traffic
vol unes, and fortunately, we were able to adjust the
vol umes based on New Jersey DOT -- so we were able

to adjust those counts based on the New Jersey DOT
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counts.

And t hroughout the course of the hearing
in West New York, we were asked to restrict the left
turns in the southern driveway, and that obviously
pushes all of the traffic up the hill. So we added
the intersections Boul evard East, 60th Street and
DeFino Wy at the top of the hill, and we were able
todo it in 2022, when vol unes were mat ched DOT
vol umes, so we got a pretty good baseline there. W
added and i ncorporated one percent to what New
Jersey DOT publishes. They usually add one to two
years. W added it for four years to be
conservative, a lot of volune up and down to nake
sure we were very conservative, and we added in the
traffic generated by our site based on the ITE Trip
Generation Manual, 46 norning trips and 52 evening
trips generated.

What woul d be consi dered significant
i npact is a hundred peak hour trips. W have about
hal f of that, and the analysis, we didn't use any
credit for nmass transit or anything else in
transportation. W assuned everybody was driving,
and we anal yzed the inpact on the driveway with or
without the traffic to see what the inpact was and

the | evel of service and the like, and |I'm happy to
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report that all of the levels of services in the
signalized intersection did not change with the
I ntroduction of the project, and the site driveways
especially nowwith the right-in/right-out
configuration, it operates with good |evels of
services and obviously very efficiently.

| think you know sonme of the highlights
that Edwi n went through, the dropoff area in the
northern driveway, you know a | ot nore people are
getting Door Dash and Ubering and things |ike that.
It's a convenient dropoff. And then the | oading,
SU30 truck is a pretty big truck, so | don't think
there woul d be very few trucks bigger unless
sonmebody gets an appliance delivery or sonething,
but for the nost part, there are going to be trucks
smaller than that in the |oading area, and we
submtted that plan that shows that we can
accomodate that and submitted it to your staff to
show that the driveway can really function well.

That's really it, unless there is any
comrents on traffic or the parking section. | want
to mention the queuing, which | know was a concern
back when we had the |eft turn out, and that's | ess
of an issue now, but you know, there's |ess inpact

on queuing with that right-in/right-out
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configuration, but hopefully, that covers everything
t hat we have.

MR. ALONSO. Thank you, Craig. Madam
Chair, | have no further questions for M. Peregoy.

CHAl RWOVAN LUGO: Do we any conmment s
or questions for this w tness?

COWM SSI ONER MEHTA:  Chai r woman.

CHAl RMOVAN LUGO:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER MEHTA:  Yes, so | don't
know whet her sone if this is traffic questions with
regard to the parking spots. How many are there
I ndi cated, and how many in the traffic schedul e?

MR. PEREGOY: We neet the ADA
requi rement, and the schedule requirenent |'I1 put
that on the record too. The requirenent is 123
spaces we have 129 are provided. So technically we
have 129 provided and 123 required, and like | said
we neet the ADA schedul e.

COWM SSI ONER MEHTA:  And just so that
are there any flooding areas involved? Wat is the
FEMA el evation for?

MR. REIMON:. Are you tal king about
the FEMA fl ood el evation?

COW SSI ONER MEHTA:  Yes.

MR. REIMON: | was tal king about the
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el evation of the site in reference to the Hudson
River. This project is at the top of the -- at the
top of elevation of River Road, that is the River
Road, DeFino Way and Port Inperial Boulevard. This
I's nore than 200 feet higher, nore than 200 feet
hi gher than the river, the Hudson River. W are at
the very top. |It's 33 feet.

COW SSI ONER MEHTA:  It's very | ow
there and in the flooding area.

MR REIMON. So it wouldn't get
fl ooded because we are at the very top. |If you |ook
at the site, our siteis if you can | ook at River
Road in this area. There is a guardrail right next
to the intersection of the DeFino Way, Ri ver Road
and Port Inperial Boulevard, and the buildi ngs that
are down the river, the top of the buildings is
actually lower than flood el evati on, yeah. So, you
know, sone el evation seemlike that area is
el evation flood nine. If we're at Elevation 30, we
are way above. At 33 we are way above the
fl oodpl ai n el evati on here.

COW SSI ONER MEHTA:  That's what |
wanted. And West New York approved this project?

MR. ALONSO Yes, Conm ssioner Mehta.

The approval was Septenber 1st, after 18 heari ngs.
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We're waiting for the attorney to finalize the
resol ution.

COW SSI ONER MEHTA:  CGkay. Thank
you.

CHAl RMOVAN LUGO:  Any ot her
Commi ssi oner questions or comments for this wtness?
Anyone fromthe public? Ckay.

M. Alonso, do you have anyone el se?

MR. ALONSO  Madam Chair, | do not
have any ot her w tnesses.

CHAIl RWOVAN LUGO:  Conmmi ssi oner
Mal avasi, anythi ng?

COW SSI ONER MALAVASI: | don't have
any questions. Just want to reiterate the
engi neer's conmments about the inportance of the site
statistics without appropriate site distance that
changes the -- you know, the functionality of the
driveway, so that's inportant. And everything el se
with the delineators as Greg said, we prefer not to
have them but if it beconmes problematic, we wl|
| ook at it and require them So | just want to
reinforce those two cormments. No further questions
from ne.

CHAl RMOVAN LUGO:  Thank you very

much. Any ot her Conmm ssioners? Anyone fromthe
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public? Do you guys feel confortable with what's
been answered?

MR GTTGO Yes. I'msorry. |
didn't realize you were talking to ne. W' ve been
goi ng back and forth with this project for a very
long time, and they have addressed all of our
techni cal comments, and they have touched on all of
the testinony comments that we had in our review
letter, so | think we are set from our perspective.

CHAl RMOVAN LUGO:  Okay. Then if
there's no other comments or questions fromthe
Board or anything else fromthe public, I'"mgoing to
ask for a notion? And I'mgoing to state to
remenber the stipulations that were nentioned
earlier, please.

COW SSI ONER JETER: Mot on.

M5. G ARRATANA: Do we have a second?

COW SSI ONER MEHTA:  1'Il second.

M5. G ARRATANA: On a notion nmade by
Commi ssi oner Jeter and seconded by Conm ssi oner
Meht a.

Commi ssi oner Apont e- Li pski .
COW SSI ONER APONTE- LI PSKI ;. Aye.
M5. G ARRATANA:  Conmmi ssi oner Jeter.

Comm ssi oner Jeter.
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COW SSI ONER JETER  Aye.

M5. G ARRATANA:  Conmi ssi oner Kenny.

COW SSI ONER KENNY: Aye. Subject to
the stipulations that were stated.

M5. G ARRATANA:  Conmi Ssi oner
Mal avasi .

COW SSI ONER MALAVASI @ Aye.

M5. G ARRATANA: Comm ssi oner Meht a.

COW SSI ONER MEHTA:  Aye.

M5. G ARRATANA:  Conmi ssi oner Layson.

COW SSI ONER LAYSON:  Aye.

M5. d ARRATANA:  Chai rwoman Lugo.

CHAl RWOVAN LUGO:  Aye. Wth the
stipul ations nmentioned earlier.

M5. 3 ARRATANA: The notion has
passed.

MR. ALONSO. Thank you very nuch.

CHAl RWOVAN LUGO:  Thank you as wel |

M5. G ARRATANA: The next itemon the
agenda are applications to be exenpt. There are
three. The first is 2022-056-SP; the Consoli dated
Rai| Corporation; at 363 Newark Avenue; Bl ock 10901,
Lot 120; in Jersey Cty. |It's a site plan
application not along a County road.

Application 2022-062-SD; the applicant is

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Garfield JC Partners LLC at 900 Garfield Avenue;
Bl ock 21501, Lot 20.01; in Jersey Cty. |It's a
subdi vi si on application not along a County road.
Application 2022-063-SP; the applicant,
605 Adans Street Investnment LLC, at 605 Adans
Street; Block 78, Lot 3; in Hoboken. It's a site
pl an application not along a County road.
Do | have a notion?
On noti on made by Comm ssi oner Mehta and
seconded by Comm ssi oner Jeter.
Conmi ssi oner Apont e- Li pski .
COW SSI ONER APONTE- LI PSKI @ Aye.
MS. G ARRATANA:  Conmi ssi oner Jeter.
COW SSI ONER JETER:  Aye.
M5. G ARRATANA:  Comm ssi oner Kenny.
COW SSI ONER KENNY:  Aye.
M5. G ARRATANA: Conmm ssi oner
Mal avasi .
COW SSI ONER MALAVASI :  Aye.
M5. G ARRATANA:  Conmi ssi oner Meht a.
COW SSI ONER MEHTA:  Aye.
M5. G ARRATANA: Commi ssi oner Layson.
COW SSI ONER LAYSON:  Aye.
M5. G ARRATANA:  Chai rwoman Lugo.
CHAl R\OVAN LUGO:  Aye.
Veritext Legal Solutions
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M5. G ARRATANA:  The notion has
passed. The next itemon the agenda are old and new
busi ness. W have neither. Next neeting date is
Tuesday January 17th, 2023 at 6:30 p.m in person.

" m | ooking forward to seeing you guys.

CHAl RAMOVAN LUGO: |'mexcited to see
all of you guys as well, and | w sh everyone a happy
hol i day, and | ask for a notion to adjourn.

COW SSI ONER APONTE- LI PSKI : Mot on.

COW SSI ONER JETER:  Second.

CHAl RWOVAN LUGO:  All in favor?

Happy hol i day, everyone.
(Wher eupon the proceeding is then

concluded at 6:43 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

|, SHARI CATHEY, CCR, RPR, License No.
30X1 00234700, and Notary Public of the State of New
Jersey, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs herein
are fromthe notes taken by ne of an Regul ar Caucus
Meeti ng of the Hudson County Pl anning Board, held on
Tuesday, Decenber 20, 2022; and that this is a

correct transcript of the sane.

Y Catwen

SHARI CATHEY, CCR, RPR

A NOTARY PUBLI C of the
State of New Jersey

| .D. No. 2283786

Commi ssi on Expires 2/4/27
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